BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL
Greenhouse
Riverbank House
Bideford
Devon
EX39 2QG

Telephone:
(01237) 428938

Janine Gardner
Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
Thursday, 20 August 2026

To: Members of the full Council
You are hereby summoned to attend the following meeting:
Meeting: Town Council
Meeting Date: Thursday, 27 August 2026
Meeting Time: 6:30pm
Venue: Greenhouse, Riverbank House, Bideford EX39 2QG
for the purpose of transacting the following business.
In accordance with The Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 members of the

public are welcome to attend. There is a legal right to film/record/photograph/report public
meetings.

J Gardner
Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1. Apologies for Absence
To receive apologies and reasons for absence.
2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations

To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda and note any requests for dispensation
received by the Clerk prior to the meeting.

E-mail: townclerk@bideford-tc.gov.uk g Website: bideford-tc.gov.uk



3. Public Participation

Public participation session of 15 minutes duration on items on the agenda.

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 30 July 2026 as a correct record.
5. District and County Matters

To consider reports by district and county representatives.

6. Items Brought Forward by the Chair

7. Town Council’s Response to Local Government Reorganisation

To consider the attached draft response — to follow

8. Committee Minutes

To adopt the minutes of the Resources Committee on 20 August 2026 — fo follow
9. List of Payments

To approve the list of payments.

Part II (Closed Session)
10. Exclusion of the Press and Public
To resolve to exclude members of the public and the press to progress a matter of a confidential nature
under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings Act) 1960 and Local Government Act 1972, ss 100
and 102.
11. Potential Use of Site off Honestone Street

To consider a report detailing the potential options for future use of a site off Honestone Street
in Bideford following the meeting of the Resources Committee on 20 August 2026 — fo follow

12. Permanent Appointment of Town Clerk

To consider a report by the Mayor.

Date of Next Meeting: 24 September 2026

Prayers will be said by a member from St Mary’s Church, in the Glass House,
Riverbank House at 6.20 pm, prior to the start of the meeting. Councillors and
Members of the Public are invited to participate if they so wish.
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DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

PLEASE READ THE ADVICE OVERLEAF, THEN COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS
AND HAND TO THE CLERK AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE MEETING

O L YN

AGENDA. Or | PECUNIARY
MINUTE NO. | (please tick)

NON-PECUNIARY
(please tick)

REASON FOR RECORDING INTERESTS
(If sensitive - please note as such)
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Declaration of Interests at meetings

e Where a matter relates to an interest in list A, the member shall not participate in a
discussion or vote on the matter. He /she only need declare it if it is not already noted on
the register of interests.

e Where the matter is in list A, but is a sensitive interest, the member shall not participate in a
discussion or vote; the member shall disclose that there is an interest but not the nature of
it.

e Where a matter relates to an interest on list B the member shall not vote and may only
speak as a member of the public.

e A member only has to declare an interest in list B if it is not already on the register of
interests.

e Ifthe interestis in list B and is sensitive in nature and not already registered then the
member shall disclose the interest but not the nature of it.

e Where a matter relates to the financial interest of a friend, relative or close associate (other
than in list A) the member shall disclose the interest and not vote. He or she may speak but
only as a member of the public.

List A:

1 Employment, office, trade or vocation — carried on for profit by member or spouse or civil
partner.

2 Sponsorship — any payments for the previous12 months, other than by the Council, to assist
in Council duties

3 Contracts — any current contracts between the Council and the member or his/ her spouse or
civil partner or a company the member is a director or partner of.

4. Land — any beneficial interest in land within the area of the Council by member, spouse or
civil partner.

5 Licenses - any license, alone or with others, by spouse, civil partner or member to occupy
land in area of Council.

6 Corporate Tenancies - any tenancy where the Council is the landlord and the member,
spouse or civil partner has a beneficial interest in the tenant.

7. Securities — a beneficial interest is held in a body that has land or business in the area of the
Council by the member, spouse or civil partner that either exceeds £25,000 or the total share
capital is in excess of one hundredth of the of the total shares issued.

List B:

Any interests which relate to or is likely to affect:
1. Any body where the member has general control or management and was appointed by the
Council.

2. Any body that the member is in a position of control or management and either:
(a) exercises functions of a public nature;
(b) is for charitable purposes; or
(c) has the purpose of influencing public opinion or policy (including political parties and
trade unions)

3. Any gifts or hospitality that the member has received by virtue of his or her office in excess
of £50.

Further details can be found in the Bideford Town Council Code of Conduct
adopted 21.06.2012
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES

Meeting: Town Council

Meeting Date: Thursday, 30 July 2026

Meeting Time: 6:50pm

Venue: Greenhouse, Riverbank House, Bideford EX39 2QG

Present:
North Ward

Councillor D Bushby
Councillor K Hind

South Ward

Councillor S Inch
Councillor R Clarke
Councillor P Lawrence (Chairman)

West Ward

Councillor C Hawkins
Councillor T Inch

East Ward

Councillor J Craigie
Councillor J Gubb
Councillor J Hellyer
Councillor L Hellyer
Councillor ] McKenzie

Also Present:

J Gardner, Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
R Coombes, Deputy Town Clerk

Prior to the start of the meeting, councillors received a presentation from the Chairman of the
Bideford and District Archive. She explained the important work of their
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volunteers, over the years, in cataloguing and researching the resource, its accessibility, and
popularity to the local and distant worldwide community.

She expressed gratitude for the funding support that has been received over the years; whilst
believing it to be a very effective facility she indicated that the Council can be proud of “its
resource.”

The Chairman thanked her and informed the Members on the Council’s relationship.

50. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor S Smith.

Apologies were not received from Councillors Gordon, McGeough and Taylor.

51. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations

Councillor Gubb declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 8.17 (spouse of payment recipient)
and pecuniary interest in Items 8 numbers: 28, 43, 46 and 77 (spouse of payment recipient).

52. Public Participation

The Chairman invited Councillor Barry (Devon County Council Bideford East) to address the
Council.

Councillor Barry first intimated that the Local Government Review (LGR) had not been well
received at County Hall; Devon County Council would consider the new plan at a meeting on
10 August 2026.

He referred councillors to his report, made available earlier in the day and forms part of these
minutes, highlighting Devon County Council support for children and young people with
special educational needs and disabilities in Devon and explained the implication of changes
brought about by the merger of Exeter and Petroc Colleges.

Councillor Barry also highlighted a pothole initiative and detail on the North Devon Hospital
Maternity Unit also contained within his report.

Councillor T Inch saw the irony in Torbay having announced the opening of a new fully
resourced Maternity Unit whilst the Maternity Unit at North Devon Hospital would be
temporarily shut through staff shortages.

He bemoaned the continued disregard by motorists in accessing Mill Street contrary to the
restrictions. Councillor Barry intimated that the issue was one of enforcement, or not, by
Devon and Cornwall Police.

The Chairman warned of the spectre of the National Grid digging up the newly laid and much
improved Moreton Park Road and questioned why Devon County Council could not have

foreseen or better coordinated the works.

Councillor Barry noted that the utility companies were under no legal obligation to inform
Councils of scheduled works generally (although not the case in this instance).
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The Chairman thanked Councillor Barry for presenting his report.
53. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded by Councillor Gubb and resolved to
approve the minutes of the meeting held on 18 June 2026 as a correct record.

(Vote — For: 8, Against: 0, Abstention: 4)
54. Items Brought Forward by the Chair

Councillor Hind suggested the Council consider the Council’s response to the recently
announced local government reorganisation decision by central government at the next
meeting of the Council.

The Deputy Town Clerk reminded members of the arrangements for the Procession of the
Civic Party, councillors, officers and the Youth Pipe Band including the Long Bridge crossing
on Saturday 8 August 2026. (Councillors L Hellyer, Bushby and Hawkins indicated that they
would not attend the Procession.)

5S. Proposal to Install Digital Street Kiosks

The Chairman provided background detail, including benefits (free ‘phone calls, free charging
for devices, free public Wi-Fi, internet connectivity, bleed control kit, defibrillator, public and
emergency messaging, local information, maps and wayfinding), to a proposal to install
digital street kiosks.

Councillor Bushby questioned why Pulsehub had not approached the District Council direct,
the Council Planning Department having rejected their initial approach.

Councillor J Hellyer inferred that the kiosks were not aesthetically pleasing.

It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded by Councillor McKenzie to support the
installation of two Pulse hub digital street kiosks at Kinglsey Road and the Quay in Bideford.

(Vote — For: 5, Against: 6, Abstention: 1)

The proposal was not carried; the Bideford Town Council would not support the installation
of digital street kiosks in Bideford.

56. Committee Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor McKenzie, seconded by Councillor Gubb and resolved to
approve the minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 23 July 2026 as a
correct record.

(Vote — For: 9, Against: 0, Abstention: 3)

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded by Councillor Lawrence and resolved to
approve the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 3 June 2026 as a
correct record.

(Vote — For: 12, Against: 0)
13
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It was proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded by Councillor Lawrence and resolved to
approve the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 24 June 2026 as a
correct record.

(Vote — For: 12, Against: 0)

It was proposed by Councillor L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor Lawrence and resolved to
approve the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 12 July 2026 as a
correct record.

(Vote — For: 11, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)

(Councillor S Inch indicated that the vote for the motion was incorrect with reference to
planning application number 1/0440/2026/FUL; the Clerk to correct.)

It was proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded by Councillor Lawrence and resolved to
approve the minutes of the meeting of the Resources Committee held on 9 July 2026 as a
correct record.

(Vote — For: 12, Against: 0)

It was proposed by Councillor Hind, seconded by Councillor Bushby and resolved to appoint
Councillors T Inch and D McGeough to the Resources Committee.

(Vote — For: 11, Against: 1)
57. List of Payments

(Councillor Gubb, having declared a pecuniary interest in numbers 28, 43, 46 and 77, left the
meeting.)

It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded by Councillor Inch and resolved to
approve the List of Payments.

(Vote — For: 11, Against: 0)
(Councillor Gubb returned to the meeting.)

Part II (Closed Session)
58. Exclusion of the Press and Public

Due to the sensitive or confidential nature of the following item it was proposed by
Councillor Lawrence, seconded by Councillor T Inch and resolved to exclude the press and
public from the remainder of the meeting on the basis of Section 1 paragraph 2 of the Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 which stipulated that a council may, by resolution,
exclude the public from a meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings)
whenever publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential
nature of the business to be transacted or for other special reasons stated in the resolution and
arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings.
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(Vote — For: 12, Against: 0)
59. Christmas Lights — Outcome of the Tender Exercise
(Councillor T Inch left the Meeting.)

The Council considered a report recommending the appointment of a contractor for the annual
maintenance, installation and removal of the Christmas Lights.

(Councillor T Inch returned to the meeting.)

It was proposed by Councillor L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor Gubb and resolved to
appoint DS Electrical to install, maintain, and remove Christmas lighting displays in various
locations in the town centre in Bideford for the festive seasons 2026-2029.

(Vote — For: 11, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)
60. Pannier Market — Licence for Alterations

The Council considered the licence of alterations governing the construction works at the
Pannier Market.

It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded by Councillor T Inch and resolved to
authorise the execution of a licence for alterations for the Pannier Market to be signed as a
deed in accordance with the Council’s Standing Order 23.

(Vote — For: 12, Against: 0)

Councillor McKenzie expressed disappointment regarding the distribution of funds to those
that had not entered into nor satisfied the criteria for funding through the Levelling Up
initiative. He believed that the Market could have attracted additional funding support.

61. Mayor’s Robe
The Council considered a report recommending the replacement of the Mayor’s robe.

At its last meeting on 18 June 2026, the Council had questioned the potential suppliers’
availability and capacity to deliver the works and requested a further report to this meeting to
include quotes for the replacement of the fur with faux fur as well as any necessary repairs to
the existing robe.

It was proposed by Councillor Craigie, seconded by Councillor Clarke and resolved to
purchase a new robe from Robes of Distinction as he had provided the only matching faux fur
and a short lead time.

(Vote — For: 8, Against: 4)

Councillors noted the research / liaison work that the Town Clerk’s assistant had engaged to
produce the report.
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The business of the meeting having been concluded the Chairman thanked the
councillors for their attendance at the meeting, which concluded at 7.56pm.

The business of the meeting having been completed, the Mayor thanked the members for their
attendance and the meeting concluded at 8.13 pm.

Signature of Town Mayor: ............ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn... Date: .....oooviiiiiiiii
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL - Accounts for approval at the Town Council Meeting - 30 July 2026

Invoice Date
22/06/2026
05/06/2026
21/06/2026
04/06/2026
24/06/2026
21/06/2026
22/06/2026
04/06/2026
18/03/2026
03/06/2026
14/06/2026
14/06/2026
18/06/2026
19/06/2026
22/06/2026
23/06/2026
01/06/2026
20/05/2026
05/03/2026
23/06/2026
30/06/2026
29/05/2026
30/06/2026
01/07/2026
30/06/2026
30/06/2026
01/07/2026
30/06/2026
30/06/2026
30/06/2026
02/07/2026
26/06/2026
01/07/2026
01/07/2026
03/07/2026
03/07/2026
03/07/2026

07/07/2026
13/07/2026

Supplier

Staff Member

Pauline Mills

I Fisher

The Foyal Hotel

Staff /HMRC / DCC
Tamar Trading

RGB

EDF

Source for Business
STWW

ETs Value House
Mortrisons Bideford
Mortrisons Bideford

Mow It

Blakewell Services Limited
Aldi

M Gubb

D Keightley

Tormidge District Council
Acorn

Myles Clough Management Services
Wollens

Myles Clough Management Services
Starboard Systems Limited
PEM Intellizence UK Limited
Robeda Joinery

Lineal

Acomn

Clarity

Jewson

E.On Next

G JHeaman

Screwfix Ltd

BTI's Value House
Backgzround Sounds Ltd
Screwfix Ltd

Toolstation

Zurich

Zonkey Solutions Ltd
Firzog Face Painting

HEH Woolacotts
Medisave

Acomn

TTS Training Services Ltd
T/A Focus Group

Acomn

Allocation

Refund misc items purchased for Regatta
Floral Pedestals - Mayor Introduction
Secuning of M Hall (11 days: Apr - Jun)
Mayor Introduction Buffet (Myr's Allce)
Salary / National Insuarance / Pensions
Maintenance Items

Maintenance Items

Quay Decorative Lighting

‘Water (Caddsdown)

Market

Maintenance Items

Maintenance Items

Maintenance Items

Maintenance Items

Maintenance Items

Maintenance Items

FPE

FFE

Market Hall Non-Domestic Rates Bill 2627
Seasonal worker

Pannier Market refurbishment project management

Legal fees

Pannier Market refurbishment quantity surveying fees

Financial software monthly subscription
Footfall counter and analysis Pannier Market
Iroko timber - Moreton Park bench

Licenses / Support

Seasonal worker

Meter copy charge

Maintenance Items

Electricity - Maintenance Depot

MOT + Vehicle Maintenance - Renault Traffic
Maintenance Items

Maintenance Items

Annual Payment

Maintenance Items

Maintenance Items

Insurance cover for Pannier Market construction works
Annual website hosting and maintenance/support

Face painting at Chudleigh Picnic

Woods Cortina XL 18K Portable Air Conditioner
Replacement pads for defibrillator

Seasonal worker

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) qualification for employee

Broadband Caddsdown Maintenance Depot
Seasonal worker

VAT
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00

£378.38

£68.16
£3526
£.02
0
0
£0.00
1.08
£25.62
£108
4593
0.56
£0.00
0
0
82.67
£44125
£166.00
£32307
£3480
£123.40
£14.62
£36.17
£82.67
£6.87
£312
£331
£71.18
£1.00
£
£30.00
£1.70
£138
£0.00
£119.00
£0.00
£166.66
£26.00
£82.67
£30.00
£4039
£32.67

NET

£303.75
151.00
£440.00
£1.89292
£37.105.53
£473.84
£17627
£180.35
35.05
4172
1224
42
143.09
10.42
220.67
282
68.74
45.00
1117.20
41533
£220625
£830.00
£1.61533
£174.00
£617.00
£73.10
£180.84
£41333
£3437
£15.59
£66.17
£305.80
£400
£18.33
£150.00
£8.49
£91
£1.07520
£395.00
£225.00
£83333
£12098
£413.33
£195.00
£0.88
£41333

Agenda Item 8

TOTAL
£303.75
£151.00
£440.00

£2271.50
£37.105.53
£3542.00
£211.53
£189.37
£35.035
£241.72
£1224
£6.50
£1710
£12.50
£175.60
£338
£68.74
£45.00
£1.11720
£496.00
£2.647.50
£896.00
£1938.40
£208.80
£740.40
£87.72
£217.01
£496.00
£4124
£18.71
£60.48
£467.07
£500
£224
£180.00
£10.19
£5.49
£107520
£714.00
£225.00
£00090
£15598
£406.00
£23400
£3027
£496.00

Payment
'06/2026

U

[ ]

C032
CCo33
CCo34
CCo33
CCo3s
CCo37

26/06/2026

DD
02/07/2026
CCo38
CCo3o
CCo40
Ccco4
CCo42
06/07/2026

CCO036
13/07/2026

Governance
TC
TC

Mkt
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC

PM
IC
TC
IC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC

PM
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
PM
TC
IC
TC
IC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
PM
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
IC
TC
IC
TC

TC
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Supplier

Staff / HMEC / DCC
In Stitches
Blanchards

Direct car seat covers Chesterfield

Aldi

Screwfix

Pat Williams Ltd
Kirkham Tyres
Merry Harmiers Garden Centre
Andrew Symons
Vincents Holsworthy
Evans Transport Ltd
Asda Stores Ltd
Amazon Prime
Momsons Bideford
NAIC

Peninsula

Vistaprint

North Devon Trailers
Acom

North Devon Forum
Way of the Wharves
Andrew Symons
Ashton Electrical
Trangle

Robeda Joinery
Eagle Plant
Solutions

Medifire

Staff member

Acom

Vistaprint

David Ogilvie Engineering,
Staff Member

Lineal

Allocation VAT NET TOTAL
Salary / Tax National Insuarance / Pensions £000 £3103313 £31.033.13
Work clothing £11.40 £37.00 £68.40
Maintenance Items £5.00 £24 99 £2090
Seat Covers - Toyota Hilux £10.00 £4000 £35099
Maintenance Items £0.56 £282 £3.38
Bike(s) Stand £10.00 £4099 £309%
Maintenance Items £16.72 £83.61 £100.33
Maintenance Items £4320 £226.00 £27120
Plants £1125 £623 £7.50
Maintenance Items £5.00 £24 93 £20903%
Maintenance Items £15.72 £78.60 £0432
Maintenance Provision £20.13 £100.66 £120.79
Maintenance Items £198 £0.88 £11.86
Amazon Prime £0.00 £8.99 £8.99
Office Items £1.90 £10.39 £1229
Training - Make social media work for vou £7.00 £35.00 £42.00
HR £63.15 £34497 £410.12
Standard Banner £10.93 £3491 £63.80
Maintenance Items £0.38 £40.30 £5927
Seasonal worker £82.67 £41333 £406.00
Grant £0.00 £200.00 £200.00
Grant £0.00 £200.00 £200.00
F.epair to the stand on Ferris due to the drive belt snapping £42 67 £21333 £256.00
Replace downlights in Unit £103.75 £518.74 £622 49
Broadband / Line rental £72.02 £360.11 £432.13
Iroko timber - Kingsley Road Benches £12.44 £11220 £13464
Toilet - Chudleigh Fort £36.80 £184.00 £220.80
Bideford Fair £000  £450280  £43502.80
Bideford Fair - First Aid / Fire Cover £0.00 £400.00 £400.00
Eefund of misc BTC expenses inc stationery + Canva registration £0.00 £87.81 £87.81
Seasonal worker £82.67 £41333 £406.00
Standard Banner £10.67 £3332 £63.99
Seat (Park Lane), Bolt Down Kit + Delivery £23020  £119600 £143320
Refund of FPE £0.00 £43.00 £43.00
Microsoft Licenses £3447 £17234 £206.81
£3,527.03 £95,184.06 £98,711.09
Bank Balances at 30/07/2026 - Current £ 1025229
Bank Balances at 30/07/2026 - Deposit £ 350,633.62
Bank Balances at 30/07/2026 - Reserves Account £ 50,000.00
Bank Balances at 30/07/2026 - Current (Mlt) £ 2363530
Bank Balances at 30/07/2026 - Deposit (Mlkt) £ 3620227

Payment
24/07/2026

CCo43
CCo44
CC043
CCo46
CCo47
CCo48
CCo49
CCos0
CCost1
CCos2
CCo33
CCo34
23/07/2026

28/07/2026

04/08/2026
CC035

Governance
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
IC
TC
TC
TC
TC
IC
TC

PM
FM
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC

PM
TC
TC
TC

TC
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Devon County Councillor Report — Minute Number 52.

Report Councillor P Barry

Local Government Reorganisation

A decision from central government regarding what the new Unitary Council for
Devon will look like has been announced this month. Devon will be split into four
arcas with the largest area, geographically speaking, being Devon Coast and
Countryside. All councillors from all political parties at DCC are against this idea and
therefore are looking into having a judicial review of the plan. If the unitary plan does
go through then our new Prime Minister has said that Unitary Councils will be
headed by a Mayor. This is good news in one respect as that opens up more sources of
grants from central government. Devon County Council has therefore asked that
Devon be placed first in the queue for a Mayor if the change to Unitary Council goes
ahead.

SEND

DCC recently agreed a significant new investment to expand support for children and
young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in Devon.

The additional £20.5 million will support a major programme of improvements across
Devon’s education system, helping more pupils access high-quality education closer
to home.

This programme will create more places in mainstream schools, specialist settings and
post-16 provision as well as improving existing facilities so they can better meet a
wide range of needs and help more children get the support they need in environments
that work for them.

By increasing the support available locally, more children stay in their own
communities, closer to home, learning alongside their peers and connected to their
support networks.

Alongside creating new places, DCC will also be focusing on workforce development
and working more closely with schools and colleges, so that the support children
receive will be consistent and high quality wherever they are in Devon.

DCC be delivering these improvements over the coming years, with new provision
opening in phases.

With that in mind, It has been brought to DCC attention that as a direct result of the
merger between Exeter College and Petroc (now known as North Devon College -
NDC) the post-16 Wings College for those with special education needs and
disabilities (SEND) were in danger of imminent closure.

DCC are working on this right now and the latest email about the situation is show in
appendix 1.
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POTHOLES

You may recall that a trial using new materials for filling potholes last year focussed
on the Barnstaple South, and Hatherleigh & Chagford electoral divisions. The results
were inconclusive so another 12 month trial has been implemented in the following 8
electoral divisions:-

Ashburton & Buckfastleigh
Bideford East

Bovey Rural

Crediton

Feniton & Honiton
Holsworthy Rural
Teignmouth

Totnes & Dartington

These locations were chosen in line with the CIRS Scrutiny and Cabinet
recommendations regarding pothole data, protected characteristics and with
consideration given to geographical and political spread.

The trial started on 29™ June and at the time of writing, the first non-safety defects
have already been passed to our contractor for repair. It is however important to note
that there will be times during the 12-month trial when the number of safety defects
mean it needs to be paused to allow the teams to focus on those issue that pose the
greatest risk to the travelling public (typically winter/early Spring)

North Devon Hospital Maternity Unit

The Maternity Unit at the North Devon will be temporarily shut from Tuesday 11

August due to staff shortages. This is the latest news so far:-
Helpline for non-urgent enquiries — 01271 335773

This 1s a new dedicated support helpline for general enquiries and is open Monday-
Friday, 9am-5pm. Outside of these hours you can leave contact details for a call back.

Urgent concerns — 24/7 maternity triage line — 01392 406616

Any women, birthing person or family member who needs urgent medical advice
should call our maternity triage line as usual - available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
on 01392 406616.

Please do not use our triage helpline for non-urgent enquiries.
Feedback

People can also share feedback with Devon Maternity and Neonatal Voices
Partnership (MNVP) by emailing info@devonmaternityvoices.org.uk

Keep up to date - web page and FAQs
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Our web page will continue to be updated with the latest information and FAQs:

www.rovaldevon.nhs.uk/services/maternity-and-obstetrics-birth-and-babies/nddh-
birth-services-temporary-changes/

Advice for pregnant women and birthing people and their families

Every person who is 34 weeks pregnant or more will be receiving a phone call soon
from one of our midwives, to discuss their own birth plan and ensure they are fully
supported. Once we have had these conversations, we will start contacting people who
are earlier on in their pregnancy.

Email:Mark.Barry@devon.gov.uk Phone: 07392
433699

Appendix One

This is the latest email sent to me regarding the merger between Petroc and Exeter
College:-
Hello Mark,

Thank you for following this up. Although a few weeks ago we were being given the
impression from North Devon College that students could be coming to Wings, that
quickly changed with a similar message from both them and DCC. As such, we put
together a form of words for us to share with the parents of the fourteen children who
had planned to come to the Wings College, some for their second year.

This is what we sent to parents:-

‘I just wanted you to know that Wings has now received the same letter as sent to you
by [l Il on behalf of North Devon College that the fourteen students who were
going to be attending Wings College from September 2026 will now be re-offered a
place at NDC.

We have also been contacted by DCC to say that Wings will not be named on your
child’s EHCP, something which would have enabled them to come to Wings.

Having worked for the past eight years with students who have been unable to access
Petroc/ NDC we are not going to give up trying to find a way of continuing this
invaluable and, in many people’s opinion, much-needed work. As such we are still
talking with our senior contact in DCC and also urgently looking for alternative
funding streams, different ways of working and delivering exciting and inviting
programmes.

However, at the moment we cannot promise that the Wings College will continue in
its current format from September so you need to decide what is the best way forward
for your child when weighing up the next steps. What we can promise is that you and
your child are of paramount importance to us and that we only want the best for them.
We are always here for you so please free to get in touch’.
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TC

The tightrope we are walking Mark is that we are asking DCC for help in enabling the
College to continue for a year while we apply to the Section 41 route for becoming a
Specialised post 16 Institution, something we have been operating as for at least the
past 8 years, while not appearing to blame them for what has happened as a result of a
business decision by ENDC (Exeter and North Devon College).

We need people to look for possible solutions rather than keep saying what can’t be
done and causing children and parents to suffer.

Kind regards

Paul
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Bideford Town Council

27" August 2026

Discussion Report on Devon Local Government Reorganisation

Introduction

1.Bideford Town Council have been asked for its views on the Government’s proposals
for local government reorganisation hereinafter referred to as LGR, in Devon The
proposals direct that the current 2 tier system will be abolished on 1°t April 2028 and
elections to new shadow authorities take place in May 2027. The current County of
Devon is proposed to be broken down into 4 unitary authorities who will provide all local
government services currently operated by the district and county councils.

Devon's Four-Unitary Model Breakdown

2.The county will be reorganised into four distinct unitary authorities designed to group
communities by geographic and economic identity: [1, 2, 3, 4]

Unitary . Estimated
. Geographic Scope .
Authority Population
Devon Coast & The remaining rural and coastal areas
. ~455,000
Countryside of Devon
Expanded Plymouth city boundary extended into
. ~305,000
Plymouth 13 South Hams parishes
Exeter city boundary extended into 49
Expanded . .
Exet surrounding parishes across East ~260,000
xeter
Devon, Mid Devon, and Teignbridge
Torbay boundary extended into 21
Expanded . . .
parishes across Teignbridge and the ~232,000
Torbay
South Hams

3. Bordering Parishes and Exclusions

To understand the full footprint, it helps to note which towns were removed from the
rural pool to expand the cities:

e Absorbed by Exeter: Exmouth, Dawlish, Budleigh Salterton, Crediton,
Cranbrook, and Ottery St Mary.

e Absorbed by Torbay: Newton Abbot, Teignmouth, and Kingsteignton.

e Absorbed by Plymouth: Ivybridge.


https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/news/two-city-councils-unite-bold-proposal-future-devon
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5yp8yj6ym5o
https://exeter.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-information/local-government-reorganisation/our-proposal/
https://exeter.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-information/local-government-reorganisation/our-proposal/
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The Core Districts (Wholly Included): North Devon District, Torridge District,
and West Devon Borough are absorbed in their entirety into the new Coast and
Countryside authority.

The Teignbridge Splitting Line: Teignbridge is divided three ways. The urban
coastal strip (Newton Abbot, Teignmouth, Kingsteignton) goes to Torbay. Wards
adjacent to Exeter go to Exeter. Moorland and rural communities—such as
Moretonhampstead—are included into the Devon Coast and Countryside
Council.

The East Devon & Mid Devon Splitting Line: Exeter Council absorbs a massive
49 surrounding parishes across East Devon, Mid Devon, and Teignbridge. This
includes 6 specific Mid Devon parishes (such as Crediton, Crediton Hamlets,
and Newton St Cyres). Anything outside of Exeter's newly expanded perimeter
(like Honiton, Tiverton, and Axminster) remains in the Coast and Countryside
boundary.

The South Hams Splitting Line: Plymouth City Council expands its borders
outward to absorb 13 surrounding parishes (including Ivybridge). Torbay
absorbs 21 surrounding parishes from South Hams and Teignbridge. The
remaining central and southern parishes of South Hams (stretching down to
Prawle Point) are included into the Devon Coast and Countryside Council.

Geographical Footprint

4, The White Paper suggested that new Unitary authorities should be between 400-500
000 residents in size. 3 out of the 4 proposed Devon Unitary Authorities do not meet
these numbers and will struggle for resources in relation to child services social care
and roads. The obvious way to satisfy economics of scale and service provision was to
divide Devon into 3 including in each a major economic centre.

5.The final boundaries for Devon Coastal and Countryside creates a giant, horseshoe-
shaped authority wrapped around the three expanded urban hubs. It spans from
Ilfracombe in the north, along the Cornwall border to the west, down to Prawle Point in
the south, and across to the Dorset County line in the east, distance of 105 miles and
excludes all 3 of the main economic centres in Devon. It contains no obvious
administrative centre and if the most central point -Oakhampton is selected as an
administrative centre, for many councillors it will involve a journey of up to 2 hours to
attend meetings. Oakhampton does not have municipal buildings of sufficient size to
accommodate a Council of this size. Councillors from Linton and Lynmouth in the
north will be making decisions about Dartmouth and Kingsbridge in the south and vice
versa neither having much local knowledge of the other.


https://moretonhampstead-pc.gov.uk/news/government-announces-local-government-reorganisation-lgr-decision-for-devon/
https://moretonhampstead-pc.gov.uk/news/government-announces-local-government-reorganisation-lgr-decision-for-devon/

6. Although Bideford and Torridge District is included undivided in Devon Countryside
and Coastal Council the number of local councillors is reduced from 36 District
Councillors and equivalent 6 County Councillors (equivalent) to 16, creating a
democratic deficit and taking away a lot of connection between local councillors and
the communities they represent. Initially the new Council will have 103 councillors. It
means that councillors from Kingsbridge for example will be making decisions about
matters of real local concern such as planning applications in Bideford without any
local knowledge. This proposal turns Devon local government from local to regional
government.

7. The new authority will have the majority of Devon roads and takes no account of the
poor road and transport links between the communities included. The proposals have
been drawn for political rather than community or service reasons. The Labour
administrations in the cities of Plymouth and Exeter have been listened to by the
government and the views of the Districts and County Council ignored.

Conclusions

8.0n taking soundings from local people and opinion formers in Bideford ( by the author
of the report) no one has spoken up in favour for the new local government proposals for
Devon. The consensus view is that this is a badly thought-out ridiculous proposal with
no merit, written by civil servants who clearly have never set foot in Devon or driven a
car from Ilfracombe to Dartmouth ! It is therefore proposed that the Council:-

Resolve
1.To reject the governments proposals for local government reform in Devon
2.Instruct the Town Clerk to inform the government of the Council’s views.

3. Recommend the proposed Devon Coastal and Countryside Unitary Authority be
scrapped.

4. That Devon be divided into 3 Unitary Authorities not 4 and the proposals be
reconsidered.

5. The elections in May 2027 for the Unitary authorities in Devon be postponed until the
local government plans for Devon have been reconsidered.

Proposed Kenneth Hind
Councillor Bideford North Ward and Deputy Mayor

Bideford Town Council



BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES

Name of Committee: Resources Committee

Meeting Date: Thursday, 20 August 2026

Meeting Time: 6:30pm

Venue: Greenhouse, Riverbank House, Bideford EX39 2QG

Present:
North Ward

Councillor D Bushby (Chair)
Councillor K Hind

South Ward

Councillor S Inch
Councillor P Lawrence (Town Mayor)

West Ward

Councillor C Hawkins
Councillor T Inch

East Ward

Councillor J Gubb
Councillor L Hellyer
Councillor J McKenzie

Also Present:
J Gardner, Town Clerk
R Coombes, Deputy Town Clerk

1 x member of the public.

19. Apologies for Absence

Agenda Item 8

Apologies were received from Councillors Clarke, J Hellyer and McGeough.

20. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
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No declarations of interest or requests for dispensations were received.
21. Public Participation

There was no participation by the public member.

22. Minutes of the Previous Meetings

It was proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded by Councillor L Hellyer and resolved to
approve the minutes of the meeting of the Resources Committee held 9 July 2026 as a correct
record.

(Vote — For: 8, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)
23. Items Brought Forward by the Chair

The Deputy Town Clerk advised that preparations including road closures and invitations for
attendance Remembrance Sunday, 8 November 2026 were underway. Included in the
invitation was the opportunity for the Cadet leaders / Organisation Heads to attend a meeting
prior to the Event, to be confirmed providing those stakeholders agreed to take part.

He reminded Members of the discussion on the re-siting of the War Memorial within Victoria
Park where the Chair had agreed to investigate options with Torridge District Council.

The Chair, Councillor Bushby (Chair of Torridge District Council) stated that he would
approach the Estates Department (of Torridge District Council).

The Deputy Town Clerk indicated that the format, processions, parades and Services would
remain the same; the Mayor and Civic Party will leave the Town Hall at 10.40 am, led by the
Youth Pipe Band, as normal. He had made initial arrangements with St Mary’s Church for
“robing” prior to commencement of the Procession.

24. Council Banking Arrangements

The Clerk had provided a report that explained the options the Council could take in order to
satisfy the adopted Financial Regulations. The present banking arrangements do not comply
and the Council’s bank do not have the facility to make future provision.

It was proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded by Councillor Hind and resolved to:

a. open two current accounts with HSBC based on the assumption that the Town Council
qualifies for HSBC’s small business current account and that HSBC is indeed able to
satisfy the Council’s Financial Regulations. (In the event that this is not the case to
open two current accounts with Unity Trust Bank.)

b. open three Public Sector Deposit Fund accounts with the CCLA to replace the

Council’s three deposit accounts.

(Vote — For: 9, Against: 0)



25. Bank Reconciliations

Councillors noted Councillor’s Hind verbal report where he confirmed the Council’s
quarterly bank reconciliation.

Part IT (Closed Session)
26. Exclusion of the Press and Public

Due to the sensitive or confidential nature of the following item it was proposed by Councillor
McKenzie seconded by Councillor Bushby and resolved to exclude the press and public from
the remainder of the meeting on the basis of Section 1 paragraph 2 of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 which stipulated that a council may, by resolution, exclude
the public from a meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the
business to be transacted or for other special reasons stated in the resolution and arising from
the nature of that business or of the proceedings.

(Vote — For: 9, Against: 0)

27. Potential Use of Site off Honestone Street

The Committee considered a report regarding the potential acquisition and future use of a site
off Honestone Street in Bideford.

It was proposed by Councillor Hind, seconded by Councillor McKenzie and resolved to:

a. arrange a meeting with the landowner to work out all the details with a view to
submitting a detailed and final proposal to the Council on Thursday, 27 August 2026.

b. in the light of agreement to a. above, the Town Clerk write to Torridge District Council
to apply for (match funding) grant support.

(Vote — For: 9, Against: 0)
The business of the meeting having been concluded the Chair thanked the councillors

for their attendance at the meeting, which concluded at 6:58pm.

Signature of Chair: ...........cooiiiiiiiiiii e Date: .......cooeini

Signature of Town Mayor: ..........cccovvviviiiiinnenn... Date: ...t
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL - Accounts for approval at the Town Council Meeting - 27 August 2026
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Invoice Date ppli Allocation VAT NET TOTAL Payment Governance
1 01/07/2026 EDF Decorative Lighting Bideford Quay £8.59 £171.86 £180.45| 07/08/2026 TC
2 23/07/2026 Chef Duet Glasses / Tea Cups / Delivery / Colletion - Twinning Event £0.00 £88.20 £88.20| 07/08/2026 TC
3 23/07/2026 Baker Ross Chudleigh Fort Picnic - activitiy items £10.40 £66.65 £77.05| 24/07/2026 TC
4 29/07/2026 Jewson Maintenance Items £9.09 £45.46 £54.55 TC
5 30/07/2026 Tamar Maintenance Items £17.58 £87.84 £105.42 TC
6 31/07/2026 Myles Clough Management Services Pannier Market project management £561.25| £2,806.25| £3,367.50 TC
7 31/07/2026 Myles Clough Management Services Pannier Market quantity surveying services £323.07| £1,615.33| £1,938.40 TC
8 31/07/2026 Clairty Meter Copy Charge £5.83 £29.13 £34.96 DD TC
9 31/07/2026 Encompass Security Solutions Ltd Installation of Pyronix Euro intruder alarm system - Mkt £248.00] £1,240.00| £1,488.00 PM
10 31/07/2026 Jonathan Rhind Architects Pannier Market - principal designer duties 516.51 2,582.55 3,099.06 TC
11 31/07/2026 Jonathan Rhind Architects Pannier Market - Input between March to 31 July 2026 £4,240.24| £21,201.19| £25/441.43 TC
12 01/08/2026 Starboard Systems Monthly subscription to Scribe financial software £34.80 £174.00 £208.80| 03/08/2026 TC
13 01/08/2026 Triangle Ethernet / Landline £72.02 £360.11 £432.13 DD PM
14 03/08/2026 Amazon Prime Amazon Prime £0.00 £8.99 £8.99 CC056 TC
15 03/08/2026 Amazon - Sim Distributors Ltd Stationery - copier paper £2.83 £14.16 £16.99 CC057 TC
16 03/08/2026 Amazon - MAU Brands Europe OU Stationery - guest book £1.67 £8.32 £9.99 CC057 TC
17 04/08/2026 Amazon - Shenzhen Huaxia Elctronic Commerce Co Ltd  |[Misc Item - Chudleigh Fort £5.24 £26.20 £31.44 CC057 TC
18 04/08/2026 RGB Maintenance Items £56.70 £283.52 £340.22 TC
19 04/08/2026 E.On Next Depot - Electricity Jul 26 £3.11 £62.17 £65.28 DD TC
20 04/08/2026 JK Auto-Tek Supply cut and programme new key - Maintenance Vehicle £37.50 £187.50 £225.00 CC058 TC
21 04/08/2026 Nicholsons Hygiene items £16.73 £83.65 £100.38 PM
22 04/08/2026 Robes of Distinction Supply mayoral gown inc faux facings and trim (part payment) £0.00) £2,800.00| £2,800.00 TC
23 04/08/2026 EDF Decorative Lighting Bideford Quay £9.40 £189.07 £198.47| 18/08/2026 TC
24 05/08/2026 Source for Business (SWW) Water services - Depot £0.00 £44.91 £44.91| 19/08/2026 TC
25 06/08/2026 Mimick Signs Supply and fit graphics for Hilux inc Chevron kit to new tailgate £38.80 £194.00 £232.80 TC
26 06/08/2026 Morrisons Maintenance Items £0.00 £6.00 £6.00 CC059 TC
27 06/08/2026 Zurich Insurance 2026-27 £70.00| £5,749.75| £5.819.75 TC
28 07/08/2026 Torridge District Council Licence for Event on TDC land - Chudleigh Fort £10.33 £51.67 £62.00 TC
29 07/08/2026 K Edwards + Musicians Live Music - Bideford Fair £0.00 £150.00 £150.00 TC
30 08/08/2026 Peninsula HR £65.15 £344.97 £410.12| 10/08/2026 TC
31 10/08/2026 Mr J A Prestwood 2 x Fly Board displays - Fair £0.00] £1,690.00| £1,690.00 TC
32 11/08/2026 Acorn Seasonal Worker £82.67 £413.33 £496.00| 18/08/2026 TC
33 14/08/2026 South West Communication Group Ltd Depot - Broadband 10.69 53.43 64.12 TC
34 15/08/2026 CMC Productions PA - Bideford Fair £0.00 £350.00 £350.00 TC
35 17/08/2026 Torridge District Council Increase in insurance premium (work) Pannier Market £0.00] £2,606.53| £5,819.75 TC
36 17/08/2026 Amazon - Spot on-line Ltd Twinning items £5.99 £17.97 £23.96 CC060 TC
37 17/08/2026 Amazon - EU S.a.r.L. Twinning items £1.50 £7.49 £8.99 CC060 TC
38 18/08/2026 Amazon - EU S.a.r.L. Twinning items £1.67 £8.32 £9.99 CC060 TC
39 18/08/2026 Amazon - Ugly Koala Ltd Chudleigh Fort Picnic - activitiy items £0.00 £16.00 £16.00 CC060 TC
40 18/08/2026 Acorn Seasonal Worker £82.67 £413.33 £496.00| 25/08/2026 TC
41 19/08/2026 Vistaprint Market Banner £8.30 £41.49 £49.79 CCo61 TC
42 20/08/2026 J Butler Twinning items £0.00 £500.00 £500.00 TC
43 20/08/2026 Bideford Twinning Association Fiftieth Anniversary Dinner x 2 (Myr's Allce) £0.00 £80.00 £80.00| 20/08/2026 TC
44 24/08/2026 Staff / HMRC / DCC Salary / Tax National Insuarance / Pensions £0.00| £30,809.88| £30,809.88| 24/08/2026 TC
£6,558.33| £81,681.22| £91,452.77

Bank Balances at 19/08/2026 - Current £ 43,806.46

Bank Balances at 19/08/2026 - Deposit £ 30,024.19

Bank Balances at 19/08/2026 - Reserves Account £ 530,338.24

Bank Balances at 19/08/2026 - Current (Mkt) £ 27,304.49

Bank Balances at 19/08/2026 - Deposit (Mkt) £ 36,218.14
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