


   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

PLEASE READ THE ADVICE OVERLEAF, THEN COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS 

AND HAND TO THE CLERK AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE MEETING 
 

FULL NAME:  ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

AGENDA. Or 

MINUTE NO. 

PECUNIARY 

(please tick) 

NON-PECUNIARY 

(please tick) 

REASON FOR RECORDING INTERESTS 
(If sensitive - please note as such) 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 2



 

 

Declaration of Interests at meetings 

 

• Where a matter relates to an interest in list A, the member shall not participate in a 

discussion or vote on the matter. He /she only need declare it if it is not already noted on 

the register of interests. 

• Where the matter is in list A, but is a sensitive interest, the member shall not participate in a 

discussion or vote; the member shall disclose that there is an interest but not the nature of 

it. 

• Where a matter relates to an interest on list B the member shall not vote and may only 

speak as a member of the public. 

• A member only has to declare an interest in list B if it is not already on the register of 

interests. 

• If the interest is in list B and is sensitive in nature and not already registered then the 

member shall disclose the interest but not the nature of it. 

• Where a matter relates to the financial interest of a friend, relative or close associate (other 

than in list A) the member shall disclose the interest and not vote. He or she may speak but 

only as a member of the public. 

 

List A: 

 

1 Employment, office, trade or vocation – carried on for profit by member or spouse or civil 

partner. 

2 Sponsorship – any payments for the previous12 months, other than by the Council, to assist 

in Council duties 

3 Contracts – any current contracts between the Council and the member or his/ her spouse or 

civil partner or a company the member is a director or partner of. 

4. Land – any beneficial interest in land within the area of the Council by member, spouse or 

civil partner. 

5 Licenses - any license, alone or with others, by spouse, civil partner or member to occupy 

land in area of Council. 

6 Corporate Tenancies - any tenancy where the Council is the landlord and the member, 

spouse or civil partner has a beneficial interest in the tenant. 

7. Securities – a beneficial interest is held in a body that has land or business in the area of the 

Council by the member, spouse or civil partner that either exceeds £25,000 or the total share 

capital is in excess of one hundredth of the of the total shares issued. 

 

List B: 

 

Any interests which relate to or is likely to affect: 

1. Any body where the member has general control or management and was appointed by the 

Council. 

 

2. Any body that the member is in a position of control or management and either: 

(a) exercises functions of a public nature; 

(b) is for charitable purposes; or 

(c) has the purpose of influencing public opinion or policy (including political parties and 

trade unions) 

 

3. Any gifts or hospitality that the member has received by virtue of his or her office in excess 

of £50. 

 

 

Further details can be found in the Bideford Town Council Code of Conduct 

 adopted 21.06.2012 
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Town Hall, Bideford on 

 

Thursday 21 August 2025 at 6.30 pm 

 

PRESENT: North Ward: Councillor D Bushby 

Councillor J Gordon 

Councillor D McGeough 

 

 South Ward: Councillor S Inch 

Councillor Ms R Clarke 

Councillor P Lawrence (Chairman) 

 

 West Ward: Councillor A T Inch 

Councillor C Hawkins 

 

 East Ward: Councillor J Craigie 

Councillor Mrs J Gubb 

Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 

Councillor J A McKenzie 

 

 IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Paul Swan (Town Clerk) 

Mr R D Coombes (Deputy Town Clerk) 

1 x Member of the Public 

  

42.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Members noted the apologies received and reasons for absence from: 

 

Councillor J Hellyer 

Councillor K Hind 

   

No apologies and reasons for absence were received from: 

 

Councillor M  Taylor 

Councillor Mrs S Smith 

 
 

43.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

Councillor Mrs Gubb declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 5. (Accounts – payments to 

family member). 
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44.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 

 

Mr Steer, Railfuture’s Devon and Cornwall Regional Branch Chairman, thanked the Town 

Clerk for successfully applying for monies through the Devon County Councillor Barry’s 

Locality Fund.  The bounty makes up the shortfall to enable the Northern Devon Railway 

Development Alliance’s two Strategic Outline Business Cases to move forward. 

 

45.  MINUTES 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 July 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record. 

 

(Vote – For: 11, Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 

 

46.  ACCOUNTS 

 

To approve the payments listed. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 10, Against: 0, Abstention: 2) 

 

47.  COMMUNICATION BROUGHT FORWARD ON THE DIRECTION OF THE 

MAYOR 

 

The Town Clerk advised that the Office staff would vacate the Town Hall in early October. 

 

Council Meetings will be held at the District Council’s Caddsdown facility. 

 

(Councillor T Inch left the Chamber.) 

 

48.  STAFFING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE  

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 31 July 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 11, Against: 0) 

 

(Councillor Bushby left the Meeting) 

 

49.  MARKET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 August 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 10, Against: 0) 

 

(Councillor T Inch returned to the Chamber.) 

 

50.  TOURISM COMMITTEE  

 

a. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 July 2025 were approved and adopted. 
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(Vote – For: 11, Against: 0) 

 

b. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 August 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 11, Against: 0) 

 

51.  PLANNING COMMITTEE  

 

a. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 July 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 11, Against: 0) 

 

b. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 6 August 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 10, Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 

 

52.  MAYORAL DAY CHAIN 

 

The Chairman led discussion on improving the Day Chain to reflect the prestige of the Town 

believing that it compared unfavourably to other Councils civic regalia.  It was noted the formal 

Ceremonial Chains stood comparison with all comers. 

 

Councillor T Inch believed there was a “Consort’s Badge,” also and suggested that the Deputy 

Mayors Badge of Office should be considered for aesthetic improvement. 

 

Councillor Gordon questioned whether the expense incurred would sit well with the tax payer 

believing that even modest outlays were subject to scrutiny. 

 

Councillor S Inch recalled the response, not wholly supportive, regarding the inclusion of the 

Jubilee Medal to the Ceremonial Chains. 

 

Proposed by Councillor T Inch, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk investigates further (costed) options. 

 

(Vote – For: 8, Against: 0, Abstention: 3) 

 

53.  DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL (COUNCILLOR) REPORT 

 

There was no report. 

 
 

54.  TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL – UPDATE 

 

Councillor S Inch advised that Devolution was taking up a lot of time. 

 

55.  BRIDGE TRUST 

 

Councillor Mrs Gubb briefed Members on the income, expenditure, charitable donations and 

grants figures.   
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The business of the meeting having been concluded the Mayor thanked the members for their 

attendance at the meeting which concluded at  6.59 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signature of Town Mayor: …………………………… Date: ………………............... 
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