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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

  Town Hall 

Bideford 

Devon 

EX39 2HS 

 

            Telephone: 

Bideford (01237) 428938 

 

Mr Paul Swan 

Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 

 

To:  Members of the Council 3 July 2025 

 

You are hereby summoned to attend a Meeting of Bideford Town Council in the Town Hall on Thursday 

10 July 2025 at 6.30 pm for the purpose of transacting the following business. 

 

In accordance with The Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 members of the public are 

welcome to attend. There is a legal right to film/record/photograph/report public meetings. 

 

 
Paul Swan 

Clerk to the Council 

  

AGENDA   
 

1. To accept apologies and reasons for absence.  

2. To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda and note the requests for 

dispensation received by the Clerk prior to the meeting. 

 

3. Public participation session of 15 minutes duration on items submitted prior to the 

meeting by Bideford residents, which fall within the scope of the Council’s 

activities. 

 

4. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 29 May 2025 as a correct record.  

5. Accounts - To approve the payments listed. Encl. 

6. To receive such communications as the Town Mayor / Town Clerk may wish to 

lay before the Council. 

 

7. Staffing, Finance & General Purposes Committee - To approve and adopt the 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 June 2025. 

 

Encl. 

8. Market Management Committee - To approve and adopt the Minutes of the 

Meeting held on 3 July 2025. 

To follow. 

 

 



9. Tourism Committee - To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Meeting held on 

8 July 2025. 

 

Encl. 

10. Planning Committee –  

a. to approve and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on  June 2025.  

b. to approve and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on 25 June 2025. 

 

 

Encl. 

Encl.Encl. 

11. To approve the dates of Meetings and Functions for the Civic Year 2025/26. Encl. 

12. To appoint a representative to the Bridge Trust.  

13. To receive an update from the Citizens Advice Bureau Vicki Rowe 

14. To receive an update from the North Devon Railway Development Alliance Tim Steer 

15. To receive an update from the Devon County Council Mark Barry 

16. Torridge District Council – To receive an update on Torridge District Council 

activities by one of the Councillors.  

 

17. Bideford Bridge Trust – To receive an update on Bridge Trust activities by one of 

the Trustees.  

 

 

Prayers will be said by Reverend Sean O’ Rourke, in the Council Chamber at 6.20 pm, 

prior to the start of the meeting. Councillors and Members of the Public are invited to 

participate if they so wish. 

 

Date of the next meeting – Thursday 21 August 2025 



   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

PLEASE READ THE ADVICE OVERLEAF, THEN COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS 

AND HAND TO THE CLERK AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE MEETING 
 

FULL NAME:  ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

AGENDA. Or 

MINUTE NO. 

PECUNIARY 

(please tick) 

NON-PECUNIARY 

(please tick) 

REASON FOR RECORDING INTERESTS 
(If sensitive - please note as such) 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 2



 

 

Declaration of Interests at meetings 

 

• Where a matter relates to an interest in list A, the member shall not participate in a 

discussion or vote on the matter. He /she only need declare it if it is not already noted on 

the register of interests. 

• Where the matter is in list A, but is a sensitive interest, the member shall not participate in a 

discussion or vote; the member shall disclose that there is an interest but not the nature of 

it. 

• Where a matter relates to an interest on list B the member shall not vote and may only 

speak as a member of the public. 

• A member only has to declare an interest in list B if it is not already on the register of 

interests. 

• If the interest is in list B and is sensitive in nature and not already registered then the 

member shall disclose the interest but not the nature of it. 

• Where a matter relates to the financial interest of a friend, relative or close associate (other 

than in list A) the member shall disclose the interest and not vote. He or she may speak but 

only as a member of the public. 

 

List A: 

 

1 Employment, office, trade or vocation – carried on for profit by member or spouse or civil 

partner. 

2 Sponsorship – any payments for the previous12 months, other than by the Council, to assist 

in Council duties 

3 Contracts – any current contracts between the Council and the member or his/ her spouse or 

civil partner or a company the member is a director or partner of. 

4. Land – any beneficial interest in land within the area of the Council by member, spouse or 

civil partner. 

5 Licenses - any license, alone or with others, by spouse, civil partner or member to occupy 

land in area of Council. 

6 Corporate Tenancies - any tenancy where the Council is the landlord and the member, 

spouse or civil partner has a beneficial interest in the tenant. 

7. Securities – a beneficial interest is held in a body that has land or business in the area of the 

Council by the member, spouse or civil partner that either exceeds £25,000 or the total share 

capital is in excess of one hundredth of the of the total shares issued. 

 

List B: 

 

Any interests which relate to or is likely to affect: 

1. Any body where the member has general control or management and was appointed by the 

Council. 

 

2. Any body that the member is in a position of control or management and either: 

(a) exercises functions of a public nature; 

(b) is for charitable purposes; or 

(c) has the purpose of influencing public opinion or policy (including political parties and 

trade unions) 

 

3. Any gifts or hospitality that the member has received by virtue of his or her office in excess 

of £50. 

 

 

Further details can be found in the Bideford Town Council Code of Conduct 

 adopted 21.06.2012 
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Town Hall, Bideford on 

 

Thursday 29 May 2025 at 6.30 pm 

 

PRESENT: North Ward: Councillor D Bushby 

Councillor K Hind 

Councillor D McGeough 

Councillor S Smith 

 

 South Ward: Councillor S Inch 

Councillor Ms R Clarke 

Councillor P Lawrence (Chairman) 

 

 West Ward: Councillor A T Inch 

Councillor C Hawkins 

 

 East Ward: Councillor J Craigie 

Councillor Mrs J Gubb 

Councillor J Hellyer 

Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 

Councillor J A McKenzie 

 

 IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Paul Swan (Town Clerk) 

Mr R D Coombes (Deputy Town Clerk) 

2 x Member of the Public 

 

Prior to the start of the Meeting the Mayor, Councillor Ms Clarke, thanked the Members 

for their support during the last twelve months adding that it was a “brilliant year,” that 

she would never forget. 

  

1.  ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR 

 

Proposed by Councillor Ms Clarke, seconded by Councillor Bushby that Councillor 

Lawrence be elected to fill the role of Town Mayor.   

 

(Vote: - For: 15, Against: 0, Abstention: 1.) 

 

RESOLVED:  That Councillor Lawrence is appointed Town Mayor for the Civic Year 

2025/2026. 

  

 

Heather Blackburn
Text Box
Agenda Item 4



 

2  
 

2.  DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

 

Councillor Lawrence expressed appreciation to his fellow members, gave thanks to Councillor 

Clarke for their tenure and resolved to promote the Office of Mayor and Town; he assumed the 

Chair having made (and signed) his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 

 ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR 

 

Proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gubb that Councillor S Inch be 

elected to fill the role of Deputy Town Mayor.  (Vote: - For: 6.) 

 

Proposed by Councillor Hind, seconded by Councillor T Inch that Councillor Mrs Hellyer be 

elected to fill the role of Deputy Town Mayor.  (Vote: - For: 7.) 

 

RESOLVED:  That Councillor Mrs L Hellyer is appointed Deputy Town Mayor for the 

Civic Year 2025/2026. 

 

3.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Members noted the apologies received and reasons for absence from: 

 

Councillor J  Gordon 

   

No apologies and reasons for absence were received from: 

 

Councillor M Taylor 

 
 

4.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

Councillor Mrs Gubb declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 8. (Accounts – payments 

various made to family members). 

 

5.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 

 

There was no participation by the Members of the Public. 

 

6.  MINUTES 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 April 2025 were approved and signed as a correct 

record. 

 

(Vote – For: 11, Against: 0, Abstention: 3) 

 

7.  ACCOUNTS 

 

To approve the payments listed. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 13, Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 
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8.  TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT FOR 

THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2025 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded by Councillor T Inch, and  

 

RESOLVED:  That the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31st March 

2025 is approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 14, Against: 0) 

 

9.  TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS WITH THE 

ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2025 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded by Councillor T Inch, and  

 

RESOLVED:  That the Accounting Statements with the Annual Return for the year 

ended 31st March 2025 is approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 14, Against: 0) 

 

10.  GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 

 

The Town Clerk advised Members that providing the specific criteria was met the General 

Power of Competence enabled Councils to act in a manner that a regular person could.  

Formerly Councils would have to use statutory powers provided by the Local Government Act 

1972. 

 

Councillors considered section 8 of the Localism Act 2011  

 

Proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded by Councillor T Inch, and  

 

RESOLVED: That, in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Section 8, as set out in the 

Statutory Instrument Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed 

Conditions) Order 2012, Bideford Town Council hereby considers itself an ‘eligible 

council’ having met the following criteria: 

 

• At the time of this resolution two thirds of the members of the Council have stood 

for election. 

• The Clerk holds the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA), which 

includes Section 7 of CiLCA 2012. 

 

(Vote for: 14, Against: 0) 

 

11.  COMMUNICATION BROUGHT FORWARD ON THE DIRECTION OF THE 

MAYOR 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk reminded Members that the Council would be hosting the Landivisiau 

Twinning Association in the Town Hall on Saturday, 31 May 2025. 
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12.  APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES, WORKING GROUPS 

 

The Town Clerk advised the Members that in the past they had voted en bloc following the 

appointing of representatives to Outside Bodies; it was found to ease the process. 

 

a. Staffing, Finance & General Purposes Committee 

 

Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor, Bushby, Mrs Gubb, Hind, J Hellyer, S Inch, 

McGeough and McKenzie. 

 

b. Market Management Committee 

 

Town Mayor, Councillors Gordon, Mrs Gubb, Hind, Mrs L Hellyer, McKenzie and Mrs 

Smith. 

 

c. Planning Committee 

 

Town Mayor, Councillors Ms Clarke, S Inch, T Inch, Mrs L Hellyer, J Hellyer and 

McKenzie. 

 

d. Tourism Committee 

 

Town Mayor, Councillors Bushby, Craigie, Mrs Gubb, J Hellyer, Hawkins, Hind and Mrs 

Smith. 

 

e. Allotments Committee 

 

Town Mayor, Councillors Craigie, Mrs Gubb, Hind, T Inch, S Inch and J McKenzie. 

 

f. Decarbonisation and Environment Committee 

 

Town Mayor, Councillors Ms Clarke, Craigie, Gordon, Mrs Smith and Taylor.  

 

g. Grievance / Disciplinary / Complaints Panel 

 

Deputy Town Mayor, Councillors Bushby, Hawkins, J Hellyer, McKenzie and S Smith. 

 

h. Personnel Appeals Panel 

  

Town Mayor, Councillors Ms Clarke, Craigie, Mrs Gubb, Hind and S Inch. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded and  

 

RESOLVED:  That Councillors are appointed as stated. 

 

(Vote – For: 14, Against: 0) 

 

Note: The Committee Voting Summary and “Excess Member Voting Form” for the 

originally over subscribed S,F&GP Committee are attached and form part of these Minutes. 
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13.  APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR OF ACCOUNTS 

 

Proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That Councillor Hind is appointed Internal Auditor of Accounts for the 

financial year 2024/25. 

 

(Vote – For: 15, Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 

 

14.  APPOINT REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 

 

The Town Clerk advised the Members that in the past they had voted en bloc following the 

appointing of representatives to Outside Bodies; it was found to ease the process. 

 

Bideford & District Community  Town Mayor 

Archive Council:  Deputy Mayor 

  Councillor T Inch 

   

Bideford Bridge Trust:  Councillor Mrs Gubb  

  Town Mayor 

  Councillor D Bushby (Dec 25) 

  Councillor K Hind (Dec 25) 

 

Bideford Twinning Association: Town Mayor 

  Councillor T Inch 

   

Bideford Regatta Committee: Town Mayor 

  Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 

  Councillor Craigie 

  Councillor T Inch 

   

Bideford Town Band  Councillor S Inch 

Management Committee 

 

Citizens Advice Bureau:  Councillor Craigie  

 

DALC County Committee: Councillor Hind 

 

DALC Larger Councils Sub-Cttee: Councillor Hind 

 

Pollyfield Community Association: Councillor Mrs Gubb  

 

Bideford Bay Family Hub: Councillor Craigie 

 

Taw/Torridge Estuary Forum: Town Mayor 

 

UNESCO Biosphere Champion:   Councillor Craigie 

 

Snow Warden:                      Councillors S Inch and McKenzie  

 

Bideford Town Centre Partnership Town Mayor  

      Councillor Bushby 
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Fire Liaison:  Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 

 

Police Liaison  Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 

 

One Atlantic  Councillor Mrs Smith  

 

West Croft School   Councillors Taylor 

Governors Board   

 

Proposed by Councillor T Inch, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That Councillors are appointed as stated. 

 

(Vote – For: 14, Against: 0) 

 

15.  CIVIC YEAR 2025/2026 MEETINGS AND FUNCTION DATES 

 

The Item was deferred until the next Meeting of the Council to be held on Thursday, 10 July 

2025. 

 

(Councillor T Inch left the Chamber.) 

 

16.  REVIEW AND ADOPT STANDING ORDERS FOR THE YEAR 2025/2026 

 

Proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded and  

 

RESOLVED:  That the current Standing Orders are adopted for 2025/2026: 

 

(Vote – For: 13, Against: 0) 

 

17.  REVIEW AND ADOPT FINANCIAL REGULATIONS FOR THE YEAR 2025/2026 

 

Proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded and  

 

RESOLVED:  That the current Financial Regulations are adopted for 2025/2026: 

 

(Vote – For: 12, Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 

 

18.  INSPECTION OF THE DEEDS AND TRUST INVESTMENTS IN THE CUSTODY OF 

THE COUNCIL 

 

The Town Clerk drew the Members’ attention to the deeds and documents held by the Council 

and invited Members to make arrangements with the Town Clerk to inspect them and the trust 

investments at an appropriate time. 

 

19.  STAFFING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE  

 

Councillor Mrs Hellyer advised that her attendance at the Meeting had not been recorded.  

 

The Clerk will correct the Minutes, accordingly.  

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 7 May 2025 were approved and adopted. 
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(Vote – For: 11, Against: 0, Abstention: 2) 

 

(Councillor T Inch returned to the Chamber.) 

 

20.  MARKET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 22 May 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 10, Against: 0, Abstention: 4) 

 

21.  TOURISM COMMITTEE  

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 27 May 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 13, Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 

 

22.  PLANNING COMMITTEE  

 

a. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 April 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 12, Against: 0, Abstention: 2) 

 

b. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 May 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 12, Against: 0, Abstention: 2) 

 

23.  TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL – UPDATE 

 

Councillor Bushby advised that he had been reappointed Chairman and that Councillor James 

and similarly been reappointed Leader of the District Council at the recent AGM. 

 

24.  BRIDGE TRUST 

 

Councillor Mrs Gubb  briefed Members on the income, expenditure, charitable donations and 

grants figures.   

 

The business of the meeting having been concluded the Mayor thanked the members for their 

attendance at the meeting which concluded at 7.34 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signature of Town Mayor: …………………………… Date: ………………............... 
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Agenda Item 8 – Accounts for approval at the Town Council Meeting – 29 May 2025 
 

 
  



 

9  
 

MINUTE 13 - APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES SUMMARY / SF&GP EXCESS MEMBER VOTING FORMS 
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL -  Town Council Meeting - 10 July 2025
PV (All)

Date Invoice (All)

Row Date Entered Description Extended Description Net VAT Gross

1 1 17/06/2025 EDF Xmas Lights 18.60 0.93 19.53

2 Bridge Lights 27.25 1.36 28.61

3 Flowers by Bella Mayor's Introduction 95.00 0.00 95.00

4 Acorn Recruitment Ltd Temp Head 381.48 76.30 457.78

5 Nick Sampson Mechanical Engineering Services LtdFloral Displays 600.00 120.00 720.00

6 Royal Hotel Mayor's Introduction 2,032.08 406.42 2,438.50

7 Peninsula Business Services Limited HR/H&S/EAP 344.97 65.15 410.12

8 18/06/2025 BJ's Value House Hand Sprayer 4.58 0.92 5.50

9 19/06/2025 Amazon EU S.A.R.L. UK Branch Stationery 4.99 1.00 5.99

10 E-On Next Energy Limited Town Ranger Depot Electric 44.79 2.24 47.03

11 24/06/2025 Acorn Recruitment Ltd Temp Head 381.48 76.30 457.78

12 Amazon EU S.A.R.L. UK Branch Regata 21.54 4.31 25.85

13 Madar Corporation Ltd Regata 24.96 4.99 29.95

14 Ancient & Honourable Guild of Town CriersSubscription 5.00 0.00 5.00

15 25/06/2025 Richard Coombes Regatta Expenses 360.40 0.00 360.40

16 26/06/2025 Clarity Copiers Copier Charges 130.42 26.08 156.50

17 30/06/2025 Allstar Fuel March 347.93 69.56 417.49

18 RGB Maintenance Items March 122.44 24.49 146.93

19 Tamar Trading Maintenance Items March 139.05 27.81 166.86

20 Lloyds Service Charges 8.50 0.00 8.50

21 Focus Group TR Depot / Townhall Broadband 139.01 27.80 166.81

22 Bowdens Cleaning Services Limited Cleaning March 69.33 13.87 83.20

23 Lineal Software Solutions Ltd IT Support Items March 175.64 35.13 210.77

24 01/07/2025 Andrew Symons Ltd Spares 61.68 12.34 74.02

25 Mow-It Spares 17.00 17.00

26 Torridge District Council T Hall Offices rent 324.22 64.85 389.07

27 T Hall Offices Service Charge 229.79 45.96 275.75

28 Acorn Recruitment Ltd Temp Head 381.48 76.30 457.78

29 LS Cycles Scuderia Spares 5.83 1.16 6.99

30 03/07/2025 In Stitches PPE 272.08 54.42 326.50

31 Acorn Recruitment Ltd Temp Head 381.48 76.30 457.78

32 D S Electrical Repair to Festoon Lighting 877.45 175.49 1,052.94

33 Fresh Bread Marketing Limited Bideford Fair Leaflets and Marketing 350.00 70.00 420.00

34 W M Morrisons Water for Town Rangers 4.42 0.88 5.30

35 04/07/2025 PWLB Loan Repayment 12,863.49 12,863.49

Heather Blackburn
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36 31/07/2025 Tamar Trading Maintenance Items March 59.12 0.00 59.12

37 Lineal Software Solutions Ltd IT Support Items March 167.14 33.43 200.57

38 Grand Total 21,474.62 1,595.79 23,070.41
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Staffing, Finance & General Purposes Committee 

 

held in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall on,  

 

Thursday 19 June 2025 at 6.30 pm 

 

PRESENT North Ward: 

 

Councillor D Bushby 

Councillor K Hind 

Councillor D McGeough 

 

PRESENT East Ward: Councillor Mrs J Gubb 

Councillor J Hellyer 

Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 

Councillor J McKenzie  

 

 South Ward Councillor S Inch 

Councillor P Lawrence (Town Mayor) 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr R Coombes (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 

1.  TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN 

 

Councillor McKenzie proposed that Councillor Bushby take the role of Chairman, seconded 

by Councillor Mrs Gubb. 

 

RESOLVED:  That Councillor Bushby is elected Chairman for the coming year. 

 

Vote: For: 8, Abstention: 1, Against: 0) 

 

2.  TO ELECT A VICE CHAIRMAN 

 

Councillor Mrs Gubb proposed that Councillor Mrs Hellyer take the role of Vice Chairman, 

seconded by Councillor L Hellyer. 

 

RESOLVED:  That Councillor Mrs Hellyer is elected Vice Chairman for the coming 

year. 

 

Vote: For: 9, Against: 0) 

 

3.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

There were no absentees. 

 

Heather Blackburn
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4.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

Councillor Mrs Gubb declared a pecuniary interest, Agenda Item 8. (Spouse engaged by 

Acorn Recruitment.) 

 

5.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION OF 15 MINUTES DURATION 

 

There were no members of the public present. 
 

6.  MINUTES 

 

Councillor Mrs Hellyer advised that she had been present at the meeting but the entry for 

East Ward states, “Councillor Mr L Hellyer (Substitute).  It should be amended to read, 

“Councillor Mrs L Hellyer.” 

 

Councillor J Hellyer indicated at Minute Number 111. Accounts, c. External Auditors 

Report the Resolution should be amended from “Internal Auditors Report,” to: “External 

Auditors Report.”  

 

Proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer and seconded by Councillor McKenzie, the Minutes 

of the  Meeting held on 7 May 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record. 

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0)  

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Items brought forward by the Chairman to be addressed as the final item of the Meeting. 

 

7.  ACCOUNTS 

 

Members questioned why Staff Salaries were paid on 23 May and 4 June 2025.  (The dates 

reflect the “date entered,” administratively, not the date of payment;  Salaries paid 23 May 

and 24 June respectively.) 

 

The “Mayors Charity,” payment reflected the underspent allowance paid into the Mayor’s 

Charity Account. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellyer and seconded by Councillor McKenzie, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the lists of payments for 19 June 2025 be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 8, Against: 0)  

 

(Councillor Mrs Gubb did not vote following her Declaration of a pecuniary interest.) 

 

8.  EAT FESTIVAL CONTRIBUTION 

 

Councillor J Hellyer highlighted the request, from TDC, of £1,000.00, included a break 

down of cost, 2 x £500.00, for car parking – an area of responsibility that falls within their 

remit / gift. 
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He also observed on attending the last festival he believed the “local” element of traders was 

a misnomer, that the traders were from outside of the local area. 

 

Councillor McKenzie concurred believing that it was detrimental to the Town with the 

money spent being taken out of the local economy.  
 

It was proposed by Councillor J Hellyer, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the request from TDC for £1,000.00 towards “the Eat Festival” is 

not supported. 

 

(Vote – For: 7, Against: 2)  

 

9.  MILL STREET MURAL INSTALLATION CONTRIBUTION 

 

Councillor Mrs Hellyer stated that she did not support the payment request, did not believe 

that an additional mural in Mill Street would make any difference to the Town and intimated 

the first mural was of little consequence. 

 

She noted also, that the £1,000.00 was effectively supporting a commercial enterprise 

 

Councillor Bushby noted that the Council had enhanced the Town with the Hanging Basket 

initiative, baring costs, the gable end, “looks horrendous,” and believed that the request 

should be supported.  

 

Councillor McGeough noted the payment was by way of preparation prior to the Mural 

installation.  He added TDC had run a grant funding opportunity for businesses to improve 

their shop fronts. 

 

Councillor Mrs Hellyer reiterated that the supporting documentation does state that the 

owner is in desperate need of help.  She did not believe that the Council should effectively 

subsidise the owner. 

 

Councillor Hind noting the involvement of the Bideford Regeneration Board in contribution 

and distribution of funds questioned who was paying for the Mural. 

 

Councillor McKenzie agreed with Councillor Mrs Hellyer questioning who would benefit 

from the investment.  TDC have statutory powers to ensure the upkeep of commercial 

buildings.  He wondered if there were other budget areas that TDC could draw upon. 

 

Councillor Bushby confirmed that TDC had issued a Section 215 notice (issued under the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990) compelling an owner to address issues that 

negatively impact the surrounding area, recently. 

 

He felt that by supporting the funding request the Council would be seen to be trying to 

improve the Town. 

 

In term of improvement to the Town Councillor Mrs Hellyer countered that there was no 

sign of action towards tackling graffiti, litter and the prevalence of drugs on the streets. 

 

Councillor McKenzie suggested that monies could be obtained from other sources including 

the Devon County Councillor for Bideford East’s Locality Budget, (TDC) councillor 
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allowance and BTCP; Councillor Bushby would investigate (the latter).  

 

Councillor Hind believed that the item should be deferred in order to ascertain affordability 

and which area of the budget the money would be drawn from.  

 

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellyer, seconded that the request from TDC for £1,000.00 is 

not supported.  (Vote: - For: 4.) 

 

Proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded that the request from TDC for £1,000.00 is 

supported.  (Vote: - For: 3.) 

 

Proposed by Councillor Hind, seconded that the item is deferred.  (Vote: - For: 2.) 

 

RESOLVED:  That the request from TDC for £1,000.00 towards the Mural installation 

in Mill Street is not supported. 

    

10.  RENEWAL OF FOUR YEAR DEFIBRILLATOR CONTRACT 

 

Members considered the invitation from the South West Ambulance Trust Service (SWAST) 

to renew the four year Defibrillator contract for defibrillators positioned at Bideford Fire 

Station, Bideford Harbour Masters Office, Bideford Pannier Market and Pollyfield. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor McKenzie, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Four Defibrillator Contract provided by SWAST is renewed.      

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0)  

 

The Clerk reminded Members that the Pulse Smart Hubs initiative would have provided for 

fifteen additional defibrillator stations at no cost. 

 

Councillor Bushby indicated that the Conservation Officer was not in favour, and shared her 

opinion, but understood that time delays had caused the Project not to progress. 

 

11.  BRIDGE LIGHT REPAIR BASKET REVISED QUOTATION 

 

Councillor Bushby sought to defer the item requesting further information be provided in 

terms of drawings and construction specifications.   

 

He questioned the revised cost intimating that other agencies could provide cheaper 

quotations.  

 

Councillor McKenzie concurred speaking in terms of comparative quotations. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the item be deferred subject to the provision of drawings and 

construction specifications. 

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0)  
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12.  TOWN RANGERS – TASK UPDATE 

 

Councillor S Inch introduced discussion on delays to grass cutting leading Councillor 

Bushby to reject the adoption of a “No Mow May,” policy, albeit that the Council are not so 

aligned.  He decreed that any such future request must be presented to the SF&GP 

Committee in the first instance. 

 

Councillor Lawrence expressed gratitude towards the Rangers who, on receiving his request 

at 9.00 am had completed the task by 10.30 am! 

 

Councillor Bushby remarked that at the continually growing lengthy list reflecting the work 

and industry of the Rangers. 

 

Councillor McGeough speculated the Team could address the graffiti problems. 

 

The Clerk advised that during a spate of “tagging,” the Rangers had been engaged at the 

behest of the Police and TDC but attributable cost had precluded further involvement. 

 

Councillor Mrs Hellyer was derisive of the Police’s attitude indicating that graffiti on a 

commercial building was the responsibility of the owner and similarly with private 

individuals again their responsibility.  She felt that they had no concept; graffiti, without 

permission and within public view, still amounts to criminal damage / vandalism. 

 

Councillor Bushby directed that a letter be sent to the Property Manager, TDC asking what 

they propose to do in eradicating graffiti around the Town and a further letter to the Torridge 

(Police) Sector Inspector asking how are the culprits held to account. 

 

13.  PART II (CLOSED SESSION) 

 

Proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  To exclude members of the public and the press to progress matters of a 

confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings Act) 1960 and 

Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 and 102. 

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0)  
 

14.  PAY AWARD  

 

Members considered the Town Clerk’s pay award taking into account his peer group. 

 

Councillor McKenzie noted Barnstaple was a larger Council with a wider spread of 

responsibility; he observed also the seniority, in post, of their Town Clerk.    

 

Discussion also included the future of local government, success of the Caddsdown / Town 

Ranger Project and grant funding achievements. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor McKenzie, seconded by Councillor Hind that a Spinal 

Column Point (SCP) of 48 be awarded.  (Vote: For: 4) 

 

It was proposed by Councillor J Hellyer, seconded by Councillor Mrs J Gubb that a SCP of 

46 be awarded.  (Vote: For: 4) 
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(Councillor S Inch declined to vote an increased pay award.) 

 

Given the vote was tied, Councillor Bushby, as Chairman, gave his casting vote.  

 

RESOLVED:  That the Town Clerk is awarded an SCP of 46. 

 

Proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the meeting returns to Standing Orders. 

 

(Vote For: 9, Against: 0) 

 

15.  ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

 

Councillor Mrs Gubb expressed concern that the Manor Court Presentments had yet to be 

considered by the Committee. 

 

Although the first presentment had, in fact, been enacted, concern was raised by 

Councillor S Inch that the wrong flowers had been planted given that trailing plants did not 

define the commemorative inscription.  He and Councillor Mrs Gubb noted the absence of 

the Display Board, hitherto providing detail (albeit not part of the Presentment). 

 

Members indicated an urgent desire for the second presentment to be completed in time to 

mark the August 1917 anniversary of the Belgian refugee, Elizabeth Denys, who died 

while playing on the station when she was hit and killed by a train. 

 

Councillor Bushby ruled that the Manor Court 2025 Presentments be included as a future 

repeat agenda item (until completion). 

 

The business of the meeting having been completed, the Chairman thanked the members for 

their attendance and the meeting concluded at 7.42 pm. 
 

 

Signature of Town Mayor:  ………………………………….  Date:  ……………………........ 
 

 

Signature of Chairman:  …………………………………….  Date:  ………………………...
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Market Management Committee 

 

held in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall on,  

 

Thursday 3 July 2025 at 6.30 pm 

 

PRESENT: North Ward: Councillor J Gordon 

Councillor D Bushby (Substitute for Cllr Hind) 

Councillor Mrs S Smith 

 

 East Ward: Councillor Mrs J Gubb  

Councillor Mrs L Hellyer  

Councillor J McKenzie (Chairman) 

 

 

 

South Ward Councillor P Lawrence  

 

 Market Complex Mrs K Austin 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr R Coombes (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 

1.  TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN 
 

Councillor McKenzie was proposed by Councillor Lawrence and seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Hellyer. 

 

RESOLVED: That Councillor McKenzie is appointed Chairman of the Committee for 

the coming year. 

 

(Vote: For: 7, Against: 0) 

 

2.  TO ELECT A DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 

 

Councillor Mrs Smith was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gubb and seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Hellyer. 

 

RESOLVED: That Councillor Mrs Smith is appointed Deputy Chairman of the 

Committee for the coming year. 

 

(Vote: For: 7, Against: 0) 
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3.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Members noted the Apologies received and reasons for absence from: 

 

Councillor 

 

K 

 

Hind 

 
 

4.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

5.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION OF 15 MINUTES DURATION 

 

There was no public participation. 
 

6.  MINUTES 

 

Proposed by Councillor McKenzie and seconded by Councillor Mrs Gubb, the Minutes of 

the Meeting held on 22 May 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record. 

 

(Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstention: 3)  

 

7.  ACCOUNTS 

 

It was proposed by Councillor McKenzie and seconded by Councillor Mrs Gubb, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the lists of payments for 3 July 2025 be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0) 

 

8.  TENANT / TRADER REPRESENTATIVE 

 

The Chairman invited Mrs Austin to address the Committee. 

 

Mrs Austin thanked the Chairman and raised the following points: 

 

• Wi Fi upgrade – poor to no free Wi Fi provision for Butcher’s Row Units on the 

northern side of the thoroughfare remains. 

o The upgrade for the internet / Wi Fi provision has been delayed.  A road closure 

has been requested to enable the works to be safely carried. The works duration 

will be 1 day; Openreach has further advised that Provisional traffic notice 

submitted for road closure with a start date of 25/09/25, Onsite between 21:00 to 

05:00 for 2 nights. 

• The music provision has had an overall positive impact, one or two dissenting voices, 

though. 

• Butcher’s Row Unit 18 has had a very positive impact on the thoroughfare.  She looked 

forward to the arrival of the food outlet believing that it too would broaden the offer and 

increase footfall. 

• Generally she felt very optimistic on the current outlook for Butcher’s Row. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mrs Austin for her contribution. 
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9.  PART II (CLOSED SESSION) 

 

Proposed by Councillor McKenzie, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  To exclude members of the public and the press to progress matters of 

a confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings Act) 1960 and 

Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 and 102. 

 

(Vote – For: 4, Against: 0) 

 

The Chairman invited the Market Tenant to remain (Members were in agreement). 

 

10.  MARKET HALL 

 

a. Members discussed the Community Regeneration Programme Fund – Market Hall 

Capital Works Programme.   

 

Consideration was given to the terms of the grant funding document, the timelines and 

signatories that would confirm the Council has all the necessary resources and 

expertise to deliver the Project. 

 

Councillor Lawrence indicated that the Town Clerk would not now fill the role of 

Project Manager. It was clear, that to take advantage of realizing the opportunity, 

funding would need to be resourced to buy in services including that of Project 

Manager. 

 

Further discussion included payment schedules, requirements in terms of licenses, 

planning applications and authority from TDC, also the current status of the Project. 

The Clerk reminded Members from the last Meeting that:  

 

“The Town Clerk has worked with the Architects and used the Central 

Government  (nationwide) website, www.gov.uk/contracts-finder, to 

“transparently” select contract(or)s, that has provided for thirty quotes.” 

 

RIBA Stage II had been established – as evidenced in the current Payment List. 

 

Members expressed agreement to sign the funding document with Councillor 

Lawrence seeking clarification and an update on the Project thus far from the Town 

Clerk. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED: That the Community Regeneration Programme Fund Grant 

Agreement is signed and the Town Clerk provides an update on the status of the 

Project. 

 

(Vote: For: 7, Against: 0) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gov.uk/contracts-finder,
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b. Members reaffirmed their support for and desire to enact the Market and Development 

Strategy understanding the importance to commit and work with stakeholders. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED: That subject to his agreement, Councillor Hind, be appointed 

“Councillor Champion,” dedicated to the transformation project that will benefit 

the whole community.” 

 

(Vote: For: 7, Against: 0) 

 

c. Regeneration Board Representative.  Noting the importance of the Development 

Strategy towards the overall Bideford Regeneration Councillor Lawrence agreed to 

become the Council’s representative following the withdrawal of the Town Clerk. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED: That Councillor Lawrence attend the Bideford Regeneration Board 

(Meetings) as the Council’s representative. 

 

(Vote: For: 7, Against: 0) 

 

11.  TENANT / TRADER  

 

a. There were no applications / terminations to consider. 

 

b. There were no tenant matters to consider. 

 

 

The business of the meeting having been completed, the Chairman thanked the members for 

their attendance and the meeting concluded at 7.32 pm. 

 

 
 

Signature of Town Mayor:  ………………………………….  Date:  ……………………........ 

 

 

Signature of Chairman:  …………………………………….  Date:  ……………………….... 
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting 
 

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Bideford on 
 

Wednesday 4 June 2025 at 6.30 pm. 
 

 
PRESENT:         South Ward:           Councillor S Inch 

                                    Councillor P Lawrence 
                                                

                             East Ward:             Councillor J McKenzie 
                                                            Councillor J Hellyer     
                                                            Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 
 
                                                               
IN ATTENDANCE:           Mrs Claire Parsons – Administration Assistant 
                                   
 
001. ELECTION A CHAIRMAN 
 

Councillor Mrs L Hellyer was proposed by Councillor S Inch, and was seconded by 
Councillor J Hellyer and, 

RESOLVED: That the Chairman for the Planning Committee is Councillor Mrs 
L Hellyer for the Mayoral Year 2025 /2026. 

 
(Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 

002. ELECTION OF A VICE CHAIRMAN 
 

Councillor S Inch was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, and was seconded by 
Councillor Lawrence, and 
 
RESOLVED: That the Vice Chairman for the Planning Committee is  
Councillor S Inch for the Mayoral Year 2025/ 2026. 

 
(Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 

 
 
003. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
  

Valid reasons for absence were received from –  

Heather Blackburn
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 Councillor T Inch – (West Ward) – Personal 
 

Councillor Ms R Clarke - Did not attend. 
 

004. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

A Declaration of Interest was received from Councillor S Inch on Agenda Item 7(a) 
and 7(c) as dual-hatted member of both Bideford Town Council and Torridge District 
Council. 

  

005.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
 
 There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 

006.      MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 May 2025 were approved and signed as a correct 
record. 

  
It was proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded by Councillor P Lawrence, and 

 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 May 2025 are approved 
as a correct record.                    

 
 (Vote – For: 2, Against: 0, Abstentions: 3) 
 

 
007. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
a. Application No:  1/0041/2025/LA 

Renovation of existing garages to form a carport/garage for machinery (Amended Red 
Edge) 
Torridge District Council, Victoria Park Nurseries, Park Lane, Bideford 
Applicant:        Estates Department, Torridge District Council, Bideford 

 Date Received:    14 May 2025 
 

It was proposed by Councillor J McKenzie, seconded by Councillor P Lawrence                 
and 
 
RESOLVED That: the application is approved. 

 
    (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
b. Application No:  1/0322/2025/FUL 

Erection of a domestic garage with ancillary use to first floor  
Land At Grid Reference 249076 124409, Gammaton, Devon, EX39 4QE  
Applicant:           Mr Mark Cann, Loosemore House, Brannam Crescent, Roundswell 
Business Park, Barnstaple EX31 3TD 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SQDWU8QK0D000&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SU6M8GQKK9500
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 Date Received:    21 May 2025 
 

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded by Councillor J McKenzie, and 
 

RESOLVED That: the application is approved. 
 
    (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
c. Application No:  1/0314/2025/LA 

Expansion of existing emergency accommodation (changing the use from E(G) to Sui Generis) 
& the provision of 4No. modular emergency accommodation units, energy centre, smoking 
shelter & associated landscaping  
Sully House, Clovelly Road Industrial Estate, Bideford 
Applicant:            Estates Department, Torridge District Council, Bideford  

 Date Received:    21 May 2025 
 

It was proposed by Councillor P Lawrence, seconded by Councillor S Inch, and 
 

RESOLVED That: the application is approved. 
 
    (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
  
d. Application No:  1/0406/2025/LBC 

Internal reconfiguration, new ventilation system, new flooring and window repairs and 
redecorating   
The Quay Dental Practice, Bank Chambers, The Quay, Bideford 
Applicant:            Mr L Freeman, c/o Reynolds Associates Arnold, Notts  

 Date Received:    21 May 2025 
 

It was proposed by Councillor J McKenzie, seconded by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer                 
and 

 
RESOLVED That:  the application is approved subject to the Conservation 
Officer being satisfied. 

 
    (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
d.        Application No:     1/0436/2025/FUL 

       Proposed second floor extension to provide additional bedroom 
  23 Sentry Corner, Bideford, EX39 4BW 

 Applicant:     Mr L Cook, 23 Sentry Corner, Bideford, Devon, EX39 4BW   
  Date Received:  23 May 2025 
 

It was proposed by Councillor J McKenzie, seconded by Councillor J Hellyer,               
and  

  
RESOLVED That: the application is approved. 

 
    (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SU3770QK0BA00
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SW5J3DQKKTQ00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SWMFDLQKKZS00
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008. PLANNING AUTHORITY UPDATE  
 

The Chairman gave an update on planning application decisions received from TDC. 
 
 
  The business of the Meeting having been completed, the Chairman thanked the 

Members for their attendance and the Meeting concluded at 6.42 pm. 
 
 
 
Signature of Chairman:     ……………………………………   Date: ………………… 
 
 
 
Signature of Mayor:          ……………………………………   Date: ………………… 
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting 
 

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Bideford on 
 

Wednesday 25 June 2025 at 6.30 pm. 
 

 
PRESENT:         South Ward:           Councillor S Inch 

                                    Councillor Ms R Clarke 
                                                

                             East Ward:             Councillor J McKenzie 
                                                            Councillor J Hellyer     
                                                            Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 
 
                            West Ward:             Councillor T Inch 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
                                                               
IN ATTENDANCE:           Mrs Claire Parsons – Administration Assistant 
                                   
009. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
  

Valid reasons for absence were received from –  
 Councillor P Lawrence (South Ward) – Personal 
 

010. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  
 No Declarations of Interest were received. 
  

011.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
 
 There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 

012.      MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4 June 2025 were approved and signed as a correct 
record. 

  
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor S Inch                       
and, 
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RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4 June 2025 are approved 
as a correct record.                    

 
 (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1) 
 

 
013. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
a. Application No:   1/0440/2025/LBC 

Alterations and improvements to dwelling and erection of timber shed in rear garden. 
25, The Strand, Bideford EX39 2ND 
Applicant:           Mr D Morgan, 25, The Strand, Bideford 

 Date Received:     4 June 2025 
 

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded by Councillor J McKenzie and,  
 
RESOLVED That:  the application is approved, subject to the Conservation 
Officer being satisfied. 

 
    (Vote – For: 6, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
b. Application No:   1/0437/2025/FUL 

Alterations and improvements to dwelling and erection of timber shed in rear garden. 
25, The Strand, Bideford EX39 2ND 
Applicant:           Mr D Morgan, 25, The Strand, Bideford 

 Date Received:     4 June 2025 
 

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded by Councillor J McKenzie and, 
 

RESOLVED That: the application is approved. 
 
    (Vote – For: 6, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
c.       Application No:   1/0460/2025/LBC 

Replacement of 6 no.double glazed windows. 
Westcroft Court, Union Close, Bideford 
Applicant:               Mr E Dunkley, Live West, 1 Wellington Way, Exeter    

 Date Received:     4 June 2025 
 

It was proposed by Councillor J McKenzie, seconded by Councillor S Inch, and 
 

RESOLVED That: the application is approved, subject to the Conservation 
Officer being satisfied. 

 
    (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions:1) 
 
  
d. Application No:    1/0468/2025/FUL 

Replacement of 6 no.double glazed windows. 
Westcroft Court, Union Close, Bideford 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SWP7FOQKL0U00
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SWNYYQQKL0B00
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SX2MNDQKL4W00
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SXACGLQKL6F00
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Applicant:   Mr E Dunkley, Live West, 1 Wellington Way, Exeter    
 Date Received:      4 June 2025 
 

It was proposed by Councillor J McKenzie, seconded by Councillor S Inch and, 
 

RESOLVED That:   the application is approved.                      
 
 (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1) 
 
e. Application No:   1/0486/2025/FUL 

Erection of new garage. (variation of condition 2 of planning approval 1/0467/2024/FUL) 
41 Thornton Close, Bideford, EX39 3ND 
Applicant:            Mr D Crouch (same address) 
Date Received:  10 June 2025 

 
It was proposed by Councillor J Mckenzie, seconded by Councillor Ms R Clarke,              
and  

  
RESOLVED That:  the application is approved.         

 
    (Vote – For: 4, Against: 2, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
014. PLANNING AUTHORITY UPDATE  
 

The Chairman gave an update on planning application decisions received from TDC. 
 
 
  The business of the Meeting having been completed, the Chairman thanked the 

Members for their attendance and the Meeting concluded at 18.41 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature of Chairman:     ……………………………………   Date: ………………… 
 
 
 
Signature of Mayor:          ……………………………………   Date: ………………… 
 
 
 
 
 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/files/A60C7720CDD024B19F37C76B9ADD866C/pdf/1_0486_2025_FUL--1493458.pdf
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Citizens Advice
The People’s Champion

Bideford Town Council
July 2025
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April 1st.2025 – 30th. June 2025

We are addressing an unprecedented level of demand which continues to grow

We helped 328 people

With 1,661 problems

Providing an uplift in 

family income of

£334,464



The Main Issues people bring to us in 
Bideford



Main Welfare Benefits Inquiries



Key Areas Utility and Communications



Key Areas of Debt in Bideford



Key Areas of Consumer Issues in Bideford



Key Housing Issues in Bideford



Working with Trusted Partners

With funding support from trusted partners we are able to provide 

Specialist advice services in areas such as



Our Savings to Society

Savings to the NHS £395,540

Savings to DWP – keeping people in work

£1,640,429

Savings to housing providers preventing

evictions  £644,352



Public Value 

Our public value by improving Clients’ well-being £14,956,289
70% of people say they are less stressed, depressed and anxious 

thanks to our help

47% of people say their health improved thanks to our help

86% of people would recommend our service

85% of people said we helped them find a way forward

86% of people would not have resolved their problem without our help



Living Standards Report

What people in the community are telling us about the impact 
the cost of living crisis is having on their living standards

https://citizensadvicetnmwd.org.uk/impact-report/citizens-advice-torridge-north-
mid-west-devon-2024-living-standards-report/

https://citizensadvicetnmwd.org.uk/impact-report/citizens-advice-torridge-north-mid-west-devon-2024-living-standards-report/
https://citizensadvicetnmwd.org.uk/impact-report/citizens-advice-torridge-north-mid-west-devon-2024-living-standards-report/


Our Key Challenges

• Competition for sustainable funding

• Recruiting and retaining volunteers

• Increased organisational costs

• Continued growing demand for our services

• Increasing complexity of problems people have

• Seeking out further partnership opportunities to focus on 
specific areas of concern such as energy and debt

• Significant challenges faced in the wake of devolution



Citizens Advice Team in Bideford

In our office in Bideford

we have 16 volunteers and

a total of 4 paid staff.

There are 8 additional paid staff

providing organisational support.



Thank you
Vicki Rowe – Chief Executive Officer

vicki.rowe@citizensadvicetnmwd.org.uk
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