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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting 

 

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Bideford on 

 

Wednesday 29 October 2025 at 6.30 pm. 

 

 

PRESENT:         South Ward: Councillor P Lawrence (Town Mayor)  

          

                              East Ward:            Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 

                                                            Councillor J Hellyer 

 

                              West Ward:          Councillor T Inch 

   

  

In attendance:      Mrs Claire Parsons (Administration Assistant) 

                             Mr T Biddle – Baker Estates 

                             Mr A Beecham – Baker Estates 

                             14 Residents from Milton Place 

 

                                   

049. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

  

 Councillor S Inch (South Ward) – Personal 

            Councillor Mr R Clarke (South Ward) – Personal 

            Councillor J McKenzie (East Ward) - Work 

050. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

  There were no Declarations of Interest received. 

 

051. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

a. Tom Biddle from Baker Estates addressed the committee on the reserved matters 

details in respect of  Application No: 1/0753/2025/REMM Land North of Abbotsham 

Road, Bideford  (Items 5a on the agenda) where the erection of 193 dwellings are proposed. 

 
Mr Biddle reiterated that the Town Council’s concerns at the outline stage had been taken into 

account.  There was now a 105 reduction on the number of houses from the outline 

application.  Badgers Hill wood would be fully retained and managed.  Landscaping would 

include structured and formal tree planting.  Street trees were to be included.   Baker Estates 

would be working with a local ecologist with a view to the design of open spaces and play 

areas. 

 

The issue of flooding had been raised, and a system had been designed to hold surface water 

and rainwater on site in detention basins. 

 

 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T33PBJQKMY300&prevPage=inTray
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Baker Estates had held a local community consultation, which had garnered 300 views 

through the website, and 12 inputted feedback responses.   

 

60 bungalows were to be built, and 40 dwellings would be affordable. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mr Biddle for his representation. 

 

Ms Julie Playford addressed the committee on behalf of the residents of Milton Place and 

Landsdown Road in respect of Application No: 1/0767/2025/FUL (Item 5c on the agenda). 

 

Ms Playford explained that the consensus of the residents in Milton Place were of the belief 

that the demolition of one dwelling and the construction of six new dwellings were unsuitable 

for the location.  Milton Place is a narrow cul-de-sac, pavemented on both sides, which large 

vehicles, including refuse lorries and emergency vehicles struggle to access and manoeuvre, 

and frequently have to reverse into Old Town onto the highway. 

 

The construction of 6 new dwellings would increase the amount of traffic and deliveries into 

the street and cause considerable detrimental impact.  There would be inadequate parking with 

each dwelling being provided with one parking space, and visitors to properties would cause 

an overspill of parking onto Milton Place, which already experiences heavy on-street parking 

pressures. 

 

The location lies within the critical drainage area and surface water would be discharged into 

a combined sewer located in private gardens, causing uncertainty in respect of performance 

and maintenance. 

 

Six new dwellings into this already crowded narrow street would cause overdevelopment and 

impact the character of the quiet street.  Resident would like to see this application refused on 

the grounds of inadequate parking and safe access for residents. 

 

The Chairman thanked Ms Playford for addressing the committee. 

 

052.     MINUTES 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 08 October 2025 were approved and signed as a 

correct record. 

  

It was proposed by Councillor P Lawrence, seconded by Mrs L Hellyer                                    

and, 

 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 08 October 2025 are 

approved as a correct record.                    

 

 (Vote – For: 3, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1) 

 

 

053. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
a. Application No:     1/0753/2025/REMM 

 

Reserved matters application for the appearance, landscaping, layout and scale 

pursuant to outline planning permission 1/0926/2020/OUTM - Erection of 193 

dwellings. 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T33PBJQKMY300&prevPage=inTray
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Land North of Abbotsham Road, Abbotsham, Bideford, Devon 

Applicant:    Mr T Biddle, Baker Estates Ltd, Newton Abbot, TQ12 5LZ

 Date Received:    8 October 2025 

 
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor P Lawrence                                              

and,  

 

RESOLVED That: the application is approved on the proviso the concerns over 

the water drainage, the hedgerows and the wood are adequately addressed, and 

the DCC Archaeology Section’s comments in respect of the discharge of Condition 

20 prior to the development commencing is undertaken.                     

 

    (Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 

 

 

b.        Application No: 1/0726/2025/FUL 

 

Replacement of existing ancillary building and store. 

Land At Grid Reference 245319 125335, New Road, Bideford, Devon 

Applicant:  Mr R Kay, Higher March, Bideford, EX39 5HB 

Date Received: 7 October 2025 
   

It was proposed by Councillor P Lawrence, seconded by Councillor T Inch                                       

and,  

 

RESOLVED That:  the application is approved. 

 

    (Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 

 

 

c.        Application No:      1/0767/2025/FUL     

 

Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 6 dwellings with new turning head, 

parking, amenity space, and pedestrian link  

14 Milton Place, Bideford, EX39 3BN   

Applicant:  Mr & Mrs A Spencer (same address) 

Date Received:            8 October 2025    

 

It was proposed by Councillor P Lawrence, seconded by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer                                             

and,  

 

RESOLVED That:  the application is refused on the grounds of no proper access 

and overdevelopment of the street/area. 

 

    (Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 

 

 

d.      Application No:       1/0812/2025/LBC   

 

Proposed removal of ATM and signage for bank closure. 

Lloyds Bank, 5 High Street, Bideford, EX39 2AD 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T2OCIXQK0CJ00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T3HNEFQKN2200&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T4GTYQQKFMG00&prevPage=inTray
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Applicant:          Lloyds Banking Group c/o Mitie Plc 

Date Received:        21 October 2025                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor P Lawrence                                             

and,  

 

 RESOLVED That:  the application is approved. 

 

    (Vote – For:  3, Against: 1, Abstentions: 0) 

 

 

054. PLANNING AUTHORITY UPDATE  

 

The Chairman gave an update on planning application decisions received from TDC. 

 

 

  The business of the Meeting having been completed, the Chairman thanked the 

Members for their attendance and the Meeting concluded at 6.56 pm. 

 

 

 

Signature of Chairman:     ……………………………………   Date: ………………… 

 

 

 

Signature of Mayor:          ……………………………………   Date: …………………. 
 

 

 


