BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Town Hall, Bideford on

Thursday 2 October 2025 at 6.30 pm

PRESENT: North Ward: Councillor D Bushby
Councillor J Gordon
Councillor D McGeough
Councillor Mrs S Smith

South Ward: Councillor S Inch
Councillor P Lawrence (Chairman)

West Ward: Councillor A T Inch
Councillor C Hawkins

East Ward: Councillor J Craigie
Councillor J Hellyer
Councillor Mrs L Hellyer
Councillor J A McKenzie
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Paul Swan (Town Clerk)

Mr R D Coombes (Deputy Town Clerk)
Councillor R Julian (Devon County Council)

62. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Members noted the apologies received and reasons for absence from:
Councillor MsR Clarke
Councillor K Hind
Councillor MrsJ Gubb
No apologies and reasons for absence were received from:

Councillor M Taylor

63. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

There were no declarations of interest.
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64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

There was no public participation.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting held on 3 September 2025 were approved and
adopted.

(Vote — For: 9, Against: 1, Abstention: 2)

ACCOUNTS

To approve the payments listed.

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded and
RESOLVED: That the List of Payments be approved.
(Vote — For: 11, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)

COMMUNICATION BROUGHT FORWARD ON THE DIRECTION OF THE
MAYOR

The Chairman reminded Members of the Jigsaw Event, in support of the Mayor’s Charity, to
be held in the Pannier Market on Sunday, 5 October 2025, between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm.

STAFFING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 September 2025 were approved and adopted.
(Vote — For: 12, Against: 0)

MARKET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 25 September 2025 were approved and adopted.
(Vote — For: 10, Against: 0, Abstention: 2)

TOURISM COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 30 September 2025 were approved and adopted.
(Vote — For: 10, Against: 0, Abstention: 2)

PLANNING COMMITTEE

a. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 27 August 2025 were approved and adopted.

(Vote — For: 12, Against: 0)
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b. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 September 2025 were approved and adopted.
(Vote — For: 10, Against: 0, Abstention: 2)

72.  DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL (COUNCILLOR) REPORT

The Chairman invited Councillor R Julian to give his report.
Councillor Julian thanked the Mayor for the opportunity to address the Council:

e Advised on the maintaining and upgrading of the Frist Responder cover in Bideford
West and Hartland including volunteer issues and the importance (critical) response
time.

e Child Scrutiny including Foster caring, drop off in take up and funding challenges.

e Challenges for policing in rural areas.

o Acorns are toxic to farm animals (excepting pigs, who relish them).
o Potholes. Budget of £97.7 million is divided amongst local, main roads and
dual carriageways; money is scarce.

e Moreton Park and New roads are earmarked for works.

e Railway. Central Government have earmarked upgrade between Exeter and
Barnstaple with a potential improved link Barnstaple and Bideford.

o Innoting the Town’s growth Councillor Julian believed transport was vital.

In further referencing blocked drains, Councillor Julian encouraged Members to E mail him,
robin.julian@devon.gov.uk (also, Devon County Council report a pot hole ).

The Chairman invited questions / points from Members that included:

e Flags displayed, East-the-Water, possible distraction to road users at roundabout.
o Observation that Event advertisements, that aren’t removed when out of date
similarly are a distraction.
o Councillor McGeough advised that a popular global fast-food chain has been
told to remove their unauthorised golden gate signage.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Jullian for attending and providing his report.

73. TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL — UPDATE

Councillor Bushby advised:

e Procurement is due to commence next week on a commission to develop early stage
concepts for the future of Fisherman’s Wharf. The ambition is to get this to the point
of readiness for wider community engagement in early 2026 alongside the
Regeneration Strategy and Masterplan.

e Procurement has now been undertaken for two other projects:

o Works to reinstate Bideford fountain, funded by the Rural England Prosperity
Fund for delivery by March 2026.

o The approved Shared Prosperity / Rural England Prosperity Fund to deliver a
public realm / public art / wayfinding scheme in the Town Centre to link the
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Town’s maritime heritage with future opportunities around the maritime sector
and green energy — “Sea Change,” for delivery by March 2026.

e Two Units previously assigned for asylum seekers have now been released by the
Government for use as additional Temporary Accommodation.

74. BRIDGE TRUST

Councillor T Inch briefed Members on the income, expenditure, charitable donations and grants
figures.

The business of the meeting having been concluded the Mayor thanked the members for their
attendance at the meeting which concluded at 7.03 pm.

Signature of Town Mayor: ...........c.ocoiiiiiiiiiiinn. Date: ...oviiiiie,
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Description
In-Stitches
Tomridge District Council

Acorn Recruitment Ltd
Lloyds

Amazon EU §.A.R.L. UK Branch
Viz-Pro Limited

Staff salaries inc Pension
Amazon Prime

Hockings

Merry Harriers

Microsoft

Acorn Recruitment Lid

B.J Value House

Peter Lawrence

Faron's Welding Servicas

Peninsula Business Services Limited
W M Merrisons

SwissMiss Catering

EDF

Torridge District Council
Acorn Recruitment Ltd
B.J Value House

Mow-t Garden Machinery
The Link Publications
Elite Catering

Fine Art America

Blights Motors Ltd

EDF

Skip & Stones Skip Hire
Source For Business
B.J's Value House

Clarity Copiers.

Garlands

PKF

Acorn Recruitment Lid

PFollyfield Community Association

RGB

Tamar Trading
200972025
20/09/2025
29/09/2025

Extended Description
FPE

T Hall Offices rent

T Hall Offices Service Charga
Town Ranger Depot Rates
Tamp Head

Service Charges
Cashback

First Aid Sign

Frame

SALARY

Prima

Chudliegh Fort Picnic
Timer

EW Licence

Temp Head

Fixings

Gloss

Expenses

Post

HRH&SEAP

Stamps

Chudliegh Fort Picnic
¥mas Lights

Bridge Lights

Quay Lighting

Town Rangers Depot - Elec
Town Ranger Depot Rates
Temp Head

Glue Stick

Guide guard [ screws
Extra Page - Tha Link
BBO _ Chudlisgh
Twinning Picture

Adblue

¥mas Lights

Allotments

Town Ranger Depot Water
Flower Pats

Caopiar Charges

Stationary

AGAR 31 Mar 25

Temp Head

VE Day Celebrations - Hira of Hall
Maintenance ltems March
Maintenance |tems March

- Current Account
- Deposit Account
-85 Day Account

HNet

Lol )

200.00
327 .65
23232
1,338.33
3a1.48
10.64
{2.95)
5.10
LA
2B8.936.10
B.99
353.42
44.93
138.24
T30.30
B.T5
10.74
115.00
100.00
344 .97
20.88
174.00
18.60
21168
146.89
46.28
3.188.31
331.48
14.49
13.58
200.00
1,050.00
155.14
18.32
26.04
370.00
164.95
1167

32 66
B.50
2,100.00
381.48
223.90
230.0M1
35430

VAT
40.00
65.52
46.46

2687 67
V&30
0.00
0.00
1.02
1.83
0.00
0.00
V.68
9.00
0.00
156.08
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
65.15
0.00
0.00
0.93
1.08
6.59
23
0.00
76.30
0.00
0.00
40.00
0.00
0.00
366
1.30
74.00
0.00
233

6.53
0.00
420.00
76.30
0.00
4590
44.26

Gross
240.00
393.07
278.78

1,606.00
457 78
1064
[2.95)
g.12
11.00
28,936.10
8.99

424 10
53.98
138.24
936 36
8.75
10.74
115.00
100.00
410.12
20.88
174.00
19.53
2222
153.48
48.58
3,168.21
457 78
14.49
13.58
240.00
1,060.00
155.14
21.98
2734
44400
164.95
14.00

39.19
8.50
2,520.00
45778
223.90
276.00
308.56

42,675.78 1,601.25 44.277.03

30,720.22
300,000.00
332,000.00
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