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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

  Town Hall 

Bideford 

Devon 

EX39 2HS 

 

            Telephone: 

Bideford (01237) 428938 

 

Mr Paul Swan 

Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 

 

 

To:  Members of the Council Thursday 10 April 2025 

 

You are hereby summoned to attend a Meeting of Bideford Town Council in the Town Hall on Thursday 

17 April 2025 at 6.30 pm for the purpose of transacting the following business. 

 

In accordance with The Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 members of the public are 

welcome to attend. There is a legal right to film/record/photograph/report public meetings. 

 

 
 

Paul Swan 

Clerk to the Council 

  

AGENDA   
 

1.  To accept apologies and reasons for absence.  

2.  To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda and note the requests for 

dispensation received by the Clerk prior to the meeting. 

 

3.  Public participation session of 15 minutes duration on items submitted prior to the 

meeting by Bideford residents, which fall within the scope of the Council’s 

activities. 

 

4.  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6 March 2025 as a correct record. Encl. 

5.  Accounts - To approve the payments listed. Encl. 

6.  To receive such communications as the Town Mayor / Town Clerk may wish to 

lay before the Council. 

 

7.  Staffing, Finance & General Purposes Committee - to approve and adopt the 

minutes of the meeting held on 27 March February 2025. 

Encl. 

 



8.  Market Management Committee Meeting – to approve and adopt the minutes of 

the meeting held on 10 April 2025. 

Encl. 

9.  Planning Committee - to approve and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on: 

a. 12 March 2025. 

b. 2 April 2025. 

 

Encl. 

Encl. 

10.  Tourism Committee - to approve and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on 15 

April 2025.(All items are recommendations). 

To Follow 

11.  Notice of Motion Councillor K Hind: 

a. “To investigate the viability and purchase of land in Honestone Street, 

Bideford to convert it to a car park to support the Pannier Market 

improvements.” 

b. “To investigate borrowing the purchase price from the Public Works Loan 

Board.”  

c. “To investigate and create  a business plan to facilitate repayment of the loan.” 

d. “To set up a sub-committee of three councillors to work with the Town Clerk 

and staff to carry out the work involved in this project.” 

Encl. 

12.  Notice of Motion Councillor Mrs S Smith: 

That the Bideford Town Council supports vulnerable residents through supporting 

provision of “Emotional Well-being Comfort Pack – designed to provide 

immediate support to vulnerable individuals reporting traumatic incidents, 

including Domestic abuse, Violence and Sexual assault, at Bideford Police 

Station.” 

Encl. 

 

13.  To receive the report from the County Councillor on issues within the parish. Cllr Mrs Hellyer 

14.  Torridge District Council – To receive an update on Torridge District Council 

activities by one of the Councillors. 

 

15. . To receive an update on Bridge Trust activities by one of the Trustees.  

A moment of contemplation will be said by Claire Rose-Casemore from St Mary’s 

Church, in the Council Chamber at 6.20 pm, prior to the start of the meeting. Councillors 

and Members of the Public are invited to participate if they so wish. 

 

Date of the next meeting – Thursday 29 May 2025 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

PLEASE READ THE ADVICE OVERLEAF, THEN COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS 

AND HAND TO THE CLERK AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE MEETING 
 

FULL NAME:  ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

AGENDA.or 

MINUTE NO. 

PECUNIARY 

(please tick) 

NON-PECUNIARY 

(please tick) 

REASON FOR RECORDING INTERESTS 
(If sensitive - please note as such) 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 2 



 

Declaration of Interests at meetings 

 

• Where a matter relates to an interest in list A, the member shall not participate in a 

discussion or vote on the matter. He /she only need declare it if it is not already noted on 

the register of interests. 

• Where the matter is in list A, but is a sensitive interest, the member shall not participate in a 

discussion or vote; the member shall disclose that there is an interest but not the nature of 

it. 

• Where a matter relates to an interest on list B the member shall not vote and may only 

speak as a member of the public. 

• A member only has to declare an interest in list B if it is not already on the register of 

interests. 

• If the interest is in list B and is sensitive in nature and not already registered then the 

member shall disclose the interest but not the nature of it. 

• Where a matter relates to the financial interest of a friend, relative or close associate (other 

than in list A) the member shall disclose the interest and not vote. He or she may speak but 

only as a member of the public. 

 

List A: 

 

1 Employment, office, trade or vocation – carried on for profit by member or spouse or civil 

partner. 

2 Sponsorship – any payments for the previous12 months, other than by the Council, to assist 

in Council duties 

3 Contracts – any current contracts between the Council and the member or his/ her spouse or 

civil partner or a company the member is a director or partner of. 

4. Land – any beneficial interest in land within the area of the Council by member, spouse or 

civil partner. 

5 Licenses - any license, alone or with others, by spouse, civil partner or member to occupy 

land in area of Council. 

6 Corporate Tenancies - any tenancy where the Council is the landlord and the member, 

spouse or civil partner has a beneficial interest in the tenant. 

7. Securities – a beneficial interest is held in a body that has land or business in the area of the 

Council by the member, spouse or civil partner that either exceeds £25,000 or the total share 

capital is in excess of one hundredth of the of the total shares issued. 

 

List B: 

 

Any interests which relate to or is likely to affect: 

1. Any body where the member has general control or management and was appointed by the 

Council. 

 

2. Any body that the member is in a position of control or management and either: 

(a) exercises functions of a public nature; 

(b) is for charitable purposes; or 

(c) has the purpose of influencing public opinion or policy (including political parties and 

trade unions) 

 

3. Any gifts or hospitality that the member has received by virtue of his or her office in excess 

of £50. 

 

 

 

Further details can be found in the Bideford Town Council Code of Conduct 

 adopted 21.06.2012 
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Town Hall, Bideford on 

 

Thursday 6 March 2025 at 6.30 pm 

 

PRESENT: North Ward: Councillor D Bushby 

Councillor J Gordon 

Councillor S Smith 

 

 South Ward: Councillor Ms R Clarke (Chairman) 

Councillor S Inch 

 

 East Ward: Councillor Mrs J Gubb 

Councillor J Hellyer 

Councillor J McKenzie 

 

 West Ward: Councillor C Hawkins 

Councillor T Inch 

Councillor M Taylor 

 

 IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Paul Swan (Town Clerk) 

Mr R D Coombes (Deputy Town Clerk)  

Mr M Teare (Bideford and River Torridge Heritage 

Harbour) 

  

  

130.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Members noted the apologies received and reasons for absence from: 

 

Councillor K  Hind 

Councillor P  Lawrence 

Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 

No apologies and reasons for absence were received from: 

Councillor J Craigie 

Councillor  D  McGeough 

   
 

131.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

Councillor T Inch declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 15.  (Member of Landivisiau 

Twinning Association.) 

 

Agenda Item 4
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132.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 

 

There were no members of the public in attendance. 

 

133.  MINUTES 

 

Councillor J Hellyer re-visited the continued “no show” record of Councillor J Wilton-Love, 

DCC.  The Chairman indicated that she would instigate further petitions for attendance. 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 January 2025 were approved, and signed as a correct 

record. 

 

(Vote – For: 8, Against: 0, Abstention: 3) 

 

134.  MINUTES 

 

The Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting held on 5 February 2025 were approved, and signed 

as a correct record. 

 

(Vote – For: 8, Against: 0, Abstention: 3) 

 

135.  ACCOUNTS 

 

To approve the payments listed. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 11, Against: 0) 
 

136.  COMMUNICATION BROUGHT FORWARD ON THE DIRECTION OF THE MAYOR 

/ TOWN CLERK 

 

The Town Clerk re-iterated the news, in the public domain, that his successful application to 

Central Government, via TDC, had been rewarded with £1.5m funding for capital expenditure on 

improvement works to the Market Complex. 

 

The process had begun in November 2024; an embargo had been in place that precluded any 

information being disseminated.  

 

The Chairman thanked the Clerk noting the number of achievements during his (the Clerk) tenure 

that included the successful delivery of the Rangers’ Facility, efficiency measures that had 

improved working practices, made financial savings and other general funding application 

successes. 

 

137.  STAFFING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE  

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 February 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 8, Against: 0, Abstention: 3) 
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138.  STAFFING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE  

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 20 February 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0, Abstention: 2) 

 

139.  MARKET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 27 February 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0, Abstention: 2) 

  

140.  PLANNING COMMITTEE  

 

a. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 29 January 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0, Abstention: 2) 

 

b. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 February 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0, Abstention: 2) 

 

141.  TOURISM COMMITTEE  

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4 March 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 8, Against: 0, Abstention: 3) 

 

142.  DECARBONISATION AND ENVIRONMENT AND COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 March 2025 were approved and adopted. 

 

(Vote – For: 10, Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 

 

143.  WAY OF THE WHARVES HERITAGE HARBOUR ACTIVITY – PRESNETATION 

 

a. The Chairman invited Mr Speare to address the Council. 

  

b. Mr Speare thanked the Chairman for the opportunity to address the Council on the Heritage 

Harbour Activity.   

 

He had made his presentation available prior to the Meeting. 

 

He explained that the Way of the Wharves would be changing their name to, “Bideford and 

River Torridge Heritage Harbour.”  The former name, though would still be used for a project 

within the group. 

 

In identifying that the Harbour Heritage had no legal status it was simply recognition, 

promoting (visits to) Heritage (local) and registering heritage assets. 
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Year One had seen the website (www.barthh.org), regular North Devon Journal “columns,” 

and the successful publication / distribution of the self guided walk maps.   

Mr Teare referred to the Bideford Fair / Mayor Introduction Parade, 7 June 2025, when the 

Waverley (last seagoing passenger-carrying paddle steamer in the world) will visit Bideford.  

He intimated that he is working with Council stakeholders on developing a programme to 

make the most of the visit. 

 

Reference was made also to a “We are heritage” audio podcast and Heritage Open day, 13 

and 14 September 2025.  Ten organisations have agreed to open buildings or run events 

including: Bideford Railway Heritage Centre, Freshspring, Burton, Bideford Library, 

Appledore Maritime Heritage Trust, Rolle Canal, Tarka Valley Railway, Bideford and 

District Community Archive, Bideford Bridge Trust, Way of the Wharves. The events will 

be promoted locally and through the national Heritage Open Days site. 

 

He also explained the creation of a database and asset register.  The vision is to create a 

database of historical and current information, publicly available and searchable as an on-line 

resource; a Masters Student (volunteer) has started on this project. Visitors will be able to 

click on a map and pin point items that can be seen from the Tarka Trail. 

 

Mr Teare concluded by thanking the Council and the Heritage Partners, referencing the 

Manor Court (2024) presentment that led to the impressive information sign appended to the 

side of the Port Manager / Harbour Master’s Office. 

 

Members suggested an approach to the Masonic Lodge extolling the virtues of the Bridgeland 

Street building. 

 

d. The Chairman thanked Mr Speare for addressing the Council.  

 

144.  LANDIVISIAU TWINNING 

 

Members noted the dates scheduled for the Landivisiau Twinning Association including the visit 

of the French members.  

 

Councillor T Inch declared a non-pecuniary interest in the item – Association Member. 

 

He indicated that last year the Town Council had successfully held a hosting event in the Town 

Hall, (that had started at 10.30 am).  

 

It was proposed by Councillor T Inch, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Council host the Landivisiau Twinning Association, in the Town 

Hall, on Saturday 31 May 2025 at 10.30 am.  

 

(Vote – For: 11, Against: 0 

 

145.  DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL (DCC) (COUNCILLOR) REPORT 

 

Members had sight and noted the report provided by Councillor Mrs Hellyer. 

 

146.  TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL – UPDATE 

 

Councillor Bushby advised: 

http://www.barthh.org/
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a. The Community Regeneration Partnership. Funding has been announced for the acquisition 

and servicing of the Bideford Business Park, Cleave Wood (housing scheme to meet local 

needs) and the rejuvenation of Bideford Pannier Market.  The next step will be for Torridge 

to make formal contact with each of the successful project(s) leads to obtain more detail and 

their delivery plans.  Grant funding agreements will be prepared for signing and arrangements 

for the “stage payments” / “payment claims” will be made. 

 

b. X Links.  The consultation period will close on 13 March 2025.  Any representation from the 

Town Council will need to be made urgently.  TDC will convene an EGM of the Full Council 

in April / early May to agree the District Council’s response. 

 

c. Town Hall refurbishment.  Plans are progressing towards a start on site in the summer.   

 

d. Sports Ground.  Bideford Football Club are now the lease holder of the Site.  (The twenty 

five year lease provides them with greater flexibility allowing funding applications to the FA 

and Sports England. 

 

e. Launch Bideford. The District Council has approved funding to enable a competition where 

two businesses can win six months rent paid space in Butcher’s Row and a package of expert 

support to help them succeed.   

 

f. Bideford Regeneration Master planning.  A  series of interesting stakeholder workshops have 

been held. 

 

g. Operational Services Centre at Alverdiscott Road.  The project is progressing to plan with 

completion anticipated before the year end. 

 

h. Budget.  The budget has been approved for 2025/2026. 

 

i. Local Government Reorganisation (LGR).  The Districts, excluding Exeter and Torbay, have 

agreed a preferred option.  DCC have not yet announced the options they will propose. 

 

Exeter and Plymouth are likely to make their own submissions.   

 

The Government will sift and inform which options should be worked up in more detail for 

submission in November.  It is expected that the Government will announce during the 

summer of 2026 whether LGR will proceed and, if so, which option is to be developed and 

the timeline. 

 

147.  BRIDGE TRUST 

 

Councillor Mrs Gubb briefed Members on Estate works, income, expenditure, charitable 

donations and grants figures.   

 

 

The business of the meeting having been concluded the Mayor thanked the members for their 

attendance at the meeting which concluded at 7.04 pm. 

 

 

 

Signature of Town Mayor: …………………………… Date: ………………............... 
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL -  Town Council Meeting - 17 April 2025
Number (All)

Total2 (All)

Row Date Entered PV Description Extended Description Net VAT Gross

1 1 17/03/2025 BSTC47 G J Heaman MOT BD70 BWA 90.00 8.13 98.13

2 19/03/2025 (blank) Kirkham Tyres Limited tyre for MOT BD70 BWA 90.50 18.10 108.60

3 BSTC46 E-On Next Energy Limited Ranger Depot Electricity 149.83 7.49 157.32

4 20/03/2025 (blank) Co-Op Flowers For Cllr Gordan 5.42 1.08 6.50

5 Walter Henry's Bookshop Card For Cllr Gordan 2.49 0.50 2.99

6 BSTC47 Wills Tree Services Handy Cross Allotments 750.00 150.00 900.00

7 21/03/2025 BSTC47 C.E.F. Limited (David Downing Expenses) 10A Fuse 4.40 0.88 5.28

8 BSTC46 EDF Xmas Lights 42.25 2.11 44.36

9 25/03/2025 (blank) D S Electrical Festoon Light Repair 494.02 98.80 592.82

10 Requisite Needs Limited Bubble Wrap 18.14 3.64 21.78

11 26/03/2025 BSTC47 Clarity Copiers Copier Charges 53.83 10.77 64.60

12 27/03/2025 (blank) Torridge District Council By Election 14,527.62 0.00 14,527.62

13 David Brenton Mead 106.70 106.70

14 BSTC48 A Touch of Class Framing 90.00 0.00 90.00

15 28/03/2025 (blank) Wills Tree Services Tricks Allotments 350.00 70.00 420.00

16 Amazon EU S.A.R.L. UK Branch Bubble Wrap 19.99 4.00 23.99

17 Schott Packaging Ltd Bubble Wrap 24.99 5.00 29.99

18 BSTC48 Flowers by Bella Manor Court Flowers 94.00 0.00 94.00

19 Lloyds Bank Charges 8.50 8.50

20 31/03/2025 (blank) Allstar Fuel March 188.49 37.69 226.18

21 C+R Construction SW Ltd Connection Fees 39,202.34 7,840.47 47,042.81

22 Jewson Maintenance Items March 0.00 0.00 0.00

23 RGB Maintenance Items March 13.65 2.73 16.38

24 Tamar Trading Maintenance Items March 236.98 34.10 271.08

25 Screwfix Maintenance Items March 0.00 0.00 0.00

26 Bowdens Cleaning Services Limited Cleaning March 69.33 13.87 83.20

27 Lineal Software Solutions Ltd IT Support Items March 144.50 28.90 173.40

28 BSTC48 Focus Group Line / Broadband provision 161.60 32.32 193.92

29 Mr RA Alvarez Allotment Deposit Trefund 25.00 25.00

Grand Total 56,964.57 8,370.58 65,335.15

Bank Balances at 10/04/2025   - Current Account                        31,369.78£                        

Bank Balances at 10/04/2025   - Deposit Account                        -£                                   

Agenda Item 5
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Staffing, Finance & General Purposes Committee 

 

held in the Town Hall on 

 

Thursday 27 March 2025 at 6.30 pm 

 

 

 

PRESENT: North Ward: Councillor K Hind 

(Substitute Councillor J Mc Kenzie) 

 South Ward Councillor Ms R Clarke 

Councillor P J Lawrence 

Councillor S Inch (Deputy Chairman) 

 

 East Ward: Councillor J Hellyer 

(Substitute Councillor Mrs L Hellyer) 

Councillor Mrs J Gubb 

 

 

 

West Ward Councillor T Inch 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr P Swan (Town Clerk) 

 

92.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Members noted the apologies received and reasons for absence from: 

 

Councillor J Mc Kenzie 

Councillor  D Bushby 

Councillor L Hellyer 

   

No apologies and reasons for absence were received from: 

   

Councillor D McGeough 

   
 

93.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

Councillor Mrs Gubb declared a pecuniary interest in item 98. 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 7
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94.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION OF 15 MINUTES DURATION 

 

There was no public participation. 
 

95.  MINUTES 

 

1) Proposed by Councillor Mrs Rachel Clarke and seconded by Councillor                                

Mrs Jude Gubb, the Minutes of the  Meeting held on 13th February 2025 were approved 

and signed as a correct record. 

 

(Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstention: 3)  

 

2) Proposed by Councillor Mrs Rachel Clarke and seconded by Councillor                               

Mrs Jude Gubb, the Minutes of the  Meeting held on 20th February 2025 were approved 

and signed as a correct record. 

 

(Vote – For: 6, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)  

 

96.  CHAIRMAN’S ITEMS 

 

None 
 

Councillor K Hind Arrives 18:42 
 

97.  ACCOUNTS 

 

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch and seconded by Councillor Lawrence, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the lists of payments for 27 March 2025 be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 6, Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 

 

98.  GRANT APPEAL 

 

Members discussed the grant appeal received from Bideford Bike Show 

 

Councillor Lawrence advised that we should not be giving grants to organisations holding 

events outside of the Town. Councillor T Inch advised, whilst despite the Woolsery Scout 

group was outside the Town that 24 children where in attendance to the group.  

 

Councillor J Hellyer advised that there are no grounds to question the decision of the 

councillors and there had been a distinct lack of thanks for prior year grants received by the 

organisation. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor J Hellyer and seconded by Ms Clarke, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the appeal of the grant was rejected and a short response be sent 

from the Town Clerk. 

 

(Vote – For: 6, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)  
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99.  RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON NEW CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

 

Councillors received an update from DS Electrical on the proposed new installation. 

 

Mr D Sparrey explained that DS Electrical will probably not have time to install the full 

complement of the proposed new light installation in time for the Christmas 2025 display.  

 

Mr Sparrey passionately continued , when he ran the Light Switch on, three times the 

footfall attended the event and it has now become a commercialised undertaking and 

strongly disagreed with Councillor Lawerence’s view that it does not bring anything to the 

Town and took offence at the comment. Mr. Sparrey questioned why the council’s Tourism 

Committee did not do anything to take advantage of the four week period that the lights 

were in place to hold events to promote illuminations. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch and seconded by Mrs Gubb, and 

 

RESOLVED: That the quote for the new installation  be accepted and Mr. Sparrey 

advise what could be achieved in the remaining time period. 

 

(Vote – For: 6, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)  

 

100.  GRANT APPLICATION 

 

Members discussed the Bideford Boxing Club grant application. 

 

Councillor Mrs Jude Gubb asked why the application was submitted late and the Town 

Clerk explained that there had been an unexpected bereavement in the organisation and it 

had been a steep and unexpected learning curve for the new incumbent. 

 

Councillor J Hellyer advised it was not fair to other applicants that this allowed outside of 

the normal rules, also this was not an emergency grant and was just a late submission and 

oversight. 

 

Councillor T Inch advised that the club does a great deal for the community, especially 

children and those with special needs. 

 

Councillor Ms R Clarke reiterated the point that we have a policy and rules and this should 

be adhered to. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch and seconded by Councillor J Hellyer, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the payment of the grant was not approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 5, Against: 1, Abstention: 1)  

 

101.  MANOR COURT PRESENTMENTS 

 

Members considered the stated Manor Court Presentments: 

 

1. At the forthcoming 2025 Commemorations planned for V E Day that the names 

 shown on the Roll of Honour 1939-1945 housed in the Town Hall should be read aloud 
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with a small pause between each one to show respect for their ultimate sacrifice.  The 

flower bed at the Port Memorial on the Quay should be appropriately planted to 

Commemorate VE Day/ VJ Day, also. 

 

2. We request that the Manor Court put up a memorial plaque on the station in 

memory of Elizabeth Denys, a Belgian refugee from the First World War, who in August 

1917, aged 11, was playing on the station when she was hit and killed by a train. 

 

Today, Bideford continues to provide sanctuary for refugees from Ukraine, Sudan, Lebanon 

and other conflict areas of the world. Working with local heritage and refugee charities this 

memorial would be a permanent reminder of the dangers and struggles faced by refugees 

and the compassion of the people of Bideford in supporting them. 

 

3. A request to the Burton Art Gallery for the return of the original Charter of 

Elizabeth I dated 1575 which is on loan to them, in order that it can be reunited with the 

Charter of James I and the Pardon of Charles I which is its rightful place. The facsimile 

copy should be offered to the Burton to complete their display.  (This should be introduced 

after the Renovation of the Town Hall.) 

  

 

4. At the Manor Court Ceremony where Professor Todd Gray spoke about the 

medieval map of Barnstaple which Barnstaple Council were trying to retrieve.  There is a 

map of the river Torridge from Bideford To Appledore.  This map is held in the Bodleian 

Library, at Oxford University,  and is 12 feet long.  Could the Manor Court look into 

getting a copy of the map. 

 

This would be of huge interest to both the Way of the Wharves Project and the Maritime 

Project Trust.  It could be displayed in a public place or building for all to see such as the 

Library or Burton Art Gallery. 

 

5. A request is made by Bideford Town Council to Torridge District Council to 

provide a water bottle filling station in Victoria Park or alternatively Bideford Town 

Council provide one near the Park. 

 

6. Clear pathways and over grown brambles / weeds + grass to give full access to 

walkers and prams. especially along/opposite  "Evans" yard, along Alverdiscott "top" and 

Middle" roads. 

 

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Rachel Clarke, seconded by Councillor S Inch and 

 

RESOLVED:  To accept the presentments. 

 

(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0)  

 

 

102.  TOWN RANGERS TASKS UPDATE. 

 

Town Clerk explained how successful the new chemical free hydraulic weeding machines 

has been, and represented an extremely prudent investment with the Town Rangers able to 

weed large areas in a fraction of the time previously taken and we would be issuing a press 

release and will hopefully get a public response requesting areas to be processed. 
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Members received an update on the tasks undertaken by the Maintenance Operatives.   

 

Members passed on thanks to the team for their continued hard work. 
 

103.  PART II (Closed Session) 

 

Council are excluding members of the public and the press to progress a matter of a 

confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings Act) 1960 and 

Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 and 102 

 

To consider and resolve upon for agenda items 116/117 

 

Proposed by Councillor Ms R Clarke, seconded by Councillor K Hind and 

 

RESOLVED:  To exclude members of the public and the press to progress a matter of 

a confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings Act) 1960 and 

Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 and 102 

 

(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0)  

 

104.  CITIZENS AWARD 

 

Members discussed the application for the Citizens Award. 

 

RESOLVED: To grant the citizens award to Ian Knight to be presented at the Mayors 

Introduction  Ceremony 5th June 2025. 

 

(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0, Abstention: 0)  

 

105.  Proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded by Councillor  Lawrence and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the meeting returns to Standing Orders. 

 

(Vote For: 7, Against: 0) 

 

 

The Chairman thanked the members for their attendance and the meeting concluded at 19:21. 

 

 
 

Signature of Town Mayor:  ………………………………….  Date:  ……………………........ 

 

 

Signature of Chairman:  …………………………………….  Date:  ……………………….... 
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Market Management Committee 

 

held in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall on,  

 

Thursday 10 April 2025 at 6.30 pm 

 

PRESENT East Ward: Councillor Mrs J Gubb 

Councillor J Hellyer 

Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 

Councillor J McKenzie (substitute for Councillor D 

Bushby) 

 

 South Ward 

 

Councillor Ms R Clarke (Chairman) 

 West Ward 

 

Councillor C Hawkins 

 

 Market Complex Mrs K Austin 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr R Coombes (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 

105.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Members noted the Apologies received and reasons for absence from: 

 

Councillor 

 

D 

 

Bushby 

 

No apologies and reasons for absence were received from: 

 

Councillor K Hind 

 
 

106.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

107.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION OF 15 MINUTES DURATION 

 

None. 
 

108.  MINUTES 

 

Proposed by Councillor McKenzie and seconded by Councillor Hawkins, the Minutes of the  
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Extra Ordinary General Meeting held on 10 March 2025 were approved and signed as a 

correct record. 

 

Given the vote was tied the Chairman gave her casting vote providing for the Minutes to be 

approved: 

 

(Vote – For: 3, Against: 2, Abstention: 2)  

 

109.  ACCOUNTS 

 

It was proposed by Councillor McKenzie and seconded by Councillor Ms Clarke, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the lists of payments for 10 April 2025 be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 6, Against: 0)  

 

110.  CHAIRMAN’S / MARKET ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

There was no report. 

 

111.  MARKET COMPLEX STRATEGY PILLARS 

 

The Chairman provided details on the Marketing and Development Strategy, (the urgent 

need to obtain funding and make headway), Community Engagement (the importance of 

giving clear and accurate information) and the adherence to a sustainable / decarbonization 

future strategy. 

 

In highlighting Capital Grant Investment she referred to the Town Clerk’s Cash Flow 

Forecast that saw payments / contracts / engagement beginning in May 2025 leading to 

Construction commencing October 2025. 

 

Given the Hall construction works including timber roof structure repairs and roofing 

renewal the Chairman warned about the potential impact upon the Hall usage and the real  

likelihood that access would be denied, simply from a Health and Safety standpoint. 

 

The Clerk advised that the Town Clerk had organised funding for a Foot Fall Counter which, 

“should provide a base line for demonstration of growth long term...(and) provide marketing 

data.” 

 

The Clerk had introduced the two successful applicants of the “Save our High Street,” 

initiative to members of the Butcher’s Row Community and their respective Units; there had 

been forty three applications. 

 

112.  WASTE REMOVAL 

 

Mrs Austin had canvassed interest from four tenants.  She had researched Devon County 

Council who would not cover, the vehicles operated by Biffa precluded any collection and 

Coastal would not accept multi payments. 

 

The Clerk reminded members of the previously circulated change to the recycling 

regulations effective 1 April 2025. 
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He noted Coastal Recycling had advised that the need for additional recycling containers to 

allow for the greater segregation would have increased cost implications. 

 

Proposed by Councillor McKenzie, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  To give notice to quit the Coastal Recycling contract. 

 

(Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstention: 2)  

 

113.  MARKET HALL SECURITY 

 

Members discussed the present arrangements for opening and closing the Hall, allowing 

access, providing for security during the week including Saturdays. 

 

The Chairman believed given the use and availability of the Hall could be severely restricted 

to the point of shutting during the works and that the current arrangements should remain. 

 

The Café tenant should be advised to forward plan in the event of closure, though.  

 

Proposed by Councillor Ms Clarke, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Café Tenant be advised to forward plan in the event of closure 

of the Market Hall and Café during the Capital Works Project. 

 

(Vote – For: 5, Against: 1)  

 

114.  TENANT / TRADER REPRESENTATIVE 

 

The Chairman invited Mrs Austin to address the Committee. 

 

Mrs Austin thanked the Chairman and advised she would be attending the Royal Cornwall 

Show over three days.  This would provide a perfect opportunity to distribute some flyers / 

leaflets promoting the Market Complex. 

 

Members expressed agreement; Mrs Austin would produce a leaflet with Shop Unit 

specific detail and printing costs. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mrs Austin for her attendance and contribution. 

 

115.  PART II (CLOSED SESSION) 

 

Proposed by Councillor Ms Clarke, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  To exclude members of the public and the press to progress matters of a 

confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings Act) 1960 and 

Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 and 102. 

 

(Vote – For: 6, Against: 0)  
 

116.  TENANT / TRADER  

 

a. Terminations / Applications.  Two applications had recently been submitted for 24 
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Market Place.  The Chairman, Vice Chairman, Town and Deputy Town Clerk were 

involved in interviewing both highly motivated and strong parties. 

 

Members agreed to offer the Shop Unit to Ms A Jackson and the soon to be vacant  

Butcher’s Row Unit 8 / 9 to the other applicants. 

 

b. Tenant matters. 

 

Two complaints had been received from Butcher’s Row Tenants. 

 

Both tenants had been interviewed and further enquiries had been made among other 

Butcher’s Row Tenants. 

 

Members reflected on the complaints and general feedback.  They noted that the 

Community had seen in the past aggrieved parties strongly disagreeing with each other 

to the point of formally complaining.   

 

Proposed by Councillor Ms Clarke, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  That letters of response be sent to both tenants.   

 

(Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstention: 2)  

 

The business of the meeting having been completed, the Chairman thanked the members for 

their attendance and the meeting concluded at  7.27 pm. 
 

 

Signature of Town Mayor:  ………………………………….  Date:  ……………………........ 
 

 

Signature of Chairman:  …………………………………….  Date:  ………………………...
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting 
 

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Bideford on 
 

Wednesday 12 March 2025 at 6.30 pm. 
 

 
PRESENT:         South Ward:        Councillor S Inch 

      
      North Ward:         Councillor J Gordon 
          
                            East Ward:           Councillor J McKenzie 
                                                         Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                     
IN ATTENDANCE:           Mrs Claire Parsons – Administration Assistant 
                                   
 
98. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
  

Valid reasons for absence were received from –  
 
Councillor Ms R Clarke (South Ward) – Personal 
Councillor M Taylor (West Ward) - Personal 

 
            Councillor Mrs S Smith - Did not attend. 
 

99. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Councillor S Inch declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 6(b)  
Reason – A family member is the applicant. 

 

100.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
 
 There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 

101.      MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 February 2025 were approved and signed as a 
correct record. 
 

Agenda Item 9.a.
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Proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor J McKenzie                  
and,                                    

 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 February 2025 are 
approved.                     

 
 (Vote – For:  4, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
     
102. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE FROM WALES & WEST  
 UTILITIES LTD IN RESPECT OF THE GAS MAINS REPLACEMENT WORKS 
 PLANNED IN BIDEFORD FROM MARCH – SEPTEMBER 2025. 
 

 Members noted the correspondence from Wales & Est Utilities Ltd in respect of the Gas Mains 
Replacement Works planning in Bideford from March – September 2025. 

 
103. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
a. Application No:   1/0111/2025/FUL 
 Proposed Extension 
 Jamestan Engineering Limited, Unit 1, Kynochs Industrial Estate, Nuttaberry, 

Bideford, EX39 4DT  
Applicant:     Mr D Pennington (same address)        
Date Received:  14 February 2025 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor J McKenzie, 

and 
  

RESOLVED That:  The application is approved. 
 
    (Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
b. Application No:  1/0182/2025/FUL 
 First floor extension to side of dwelling 
 12 Pincombe Road, Bideford, EX39 3FX 
 Applicant:  Mrs E Hooper (same address) 
 Date Received:  6 March 2025 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor J McKenzie, seconded by Councillor J Gordon, and 
 
 RESOLVED That: the application is approved. 
 
 (Vote – For: 3, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1) 
 
104. PLANNING AUTHORITY UPDATE  
 
 There were no updates on planning application decisions received from TDC. 
 
 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SRH8MMQKJBR00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SSL4R3QKJOL00&prevPage=inTray
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  The business of the Meeting having been completed, the Chairman thanked the 
Members for their attendance and the Meeting concluded at 6.37pm. 

 
 
Signature of Chairman:     ……………………………………   Date: ………………… 
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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting 
 

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Bideford on 
 

Wednesday 2 April 2025 at 6.30 pm. 
 

 
PRESENT:         South Ward:          Councillor S Inch 
     Councillor Ms R Clarke 

      
       North Ward:          Councillor Mrs S Smith 
            
                             East Ward:             Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 
                                                            Councillor J McKenzie 
                                                             
                              
 
                            
IN ATTENDANCE:           Mrs Claire Parsons – Administration Assistant 
                                   
 
105. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
  

Valid reasons for absence were received from –  
Councillor J Gordon (North Ward) - Personal 
 

 
            Councillor M Taylor (West Ward) - Did not attend. 
 

106. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no Declaration of Interest received. 
 

107.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
 
 There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 

108.      MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 March 2025 were approved and signed as a 
correct record. 

Agenda Item 9.b.
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Proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor S Inch                                          
and,                                    

 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 March 2025 are 
approved as a correct record.                    

 
 (Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1) 
 
     
 
109. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
  
a. Application No:  1/0134/2025/FUL 

 
 Enlargement of existing field entrance and associated works. 

Entrance On Alverdiscott Road At Location 248121, 125970, Alverdiscott Road, 
Bideford, EX39 4PN 

 Applicant:  Mr R Auvray, Stone Farm, Alverdiscott Road, Bideford, EX39 4PN 
 Date Received:  11 March 2025 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor Ms R Clarke 

and 
  

RESOLVED That:  The application is approved. 
 
    (Vote – For:  5, Against:  0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
b. Application No:  1/0208/2025/FUL 
 

Change of use of existing offices to Class C4 (House in Multiple Occupation) 
11 & 12 Mill Street, Bideford, EX39 2JT 
Applicant:  CP Enterprises (same address) 
Date Received:  12 March 2025 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded by Councillor J McKenzie 

and 
  

RESOLVED That:  the application is refused on the following points: 
• Overdevelopment of housing in a shopping street.   
• Members have concerns about refuse and recycling being stored in the 

hallway, should the application be approved.  There appears to be no 
storage provision for this on the plans. 

 
    (Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstentions: 1) 
 
c. Application No:  1/0154/2025/FUL 
 
 Extension and alterations 
 Pine Lodge, Slade, Bideford, EX39 3LZ 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SRYWSWQKJHH00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SSY90EQKJT200&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SS8EKRQK0D000&prevPage=inTray
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 Applicant:  Mr D Cornish (same address) 
 Date Received:  12 March 2025 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor Ms R Clarke, seconded by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 

and 
  

RESOLVED That:  the application is approved. 
 
    (Vote – For:  5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
d. Application No:  1/0206/2025/FUH 
 
 Erection of decking with balustrade in rear garden 
 27 Greenfield Close, Bideford, EX39 3RY 
 Applicant:  Mrs K Pyman (same address) 
 Date Received: 18 March 2025 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded by Councillor Ms R Clarke and 
  

RESOLVED That:  the application is approved. 
 
    (Vote – For:  5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
e. Application No: 1/0236/2025/REM 
 

Reserved matters application for Landscaping for 3no. dwellings pursuant to 
application 1/0535/2022/OUT 
Warehouse At Grid Reference 245976 126155, Clifton Street, Bideford, Devon 
Applicant:  Mr A Spencer, Q Homes (Clifton Street) Ltd, 14 Milton Place, Bideford, 
EX39 3BN 
Date Received:  19 March 2025 
 

 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor Ms R Clarke 
and, 

  
RESOLVED That:  the application is approved. 

 
    (Vote – For:  5, Against: 0, Abstentions:  0) 

 
 
f. Application No:  1/0238/2025/FULM 
 

Mixed use redevelopment providing residential units, commercial units (Class E) with 
public open space, car parking, and associated landscaping, removal of hardstanding, 
ground preparation and infrastructure works (Variation of conditions 2, 7, 13, 15 & 26 
of planning approval 1/0295/2024/FULM) 
Land Adjacent To Brunswick Wharf, Barnstaple Street, Bideford, Devon 
 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SSX0N3QKJSL00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=STBD8QQKJXO00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=STBOG0QKJXW00&prevPage=inTray
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Applicant:  Red Earth Bideford Ltd, c/o Agent Turley, 40 Queen Square, Bristol, BS1 
4QP 
Date Received:  19 March 2025 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor J McKenzie, and 
  

RESOLVED That:  Members recommend the application is approved on the 
proviso that the flooding concerns and also comments and concerns raised by 
other Consultees are addressed. 

 
    (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
g. Application No:  1/0226/2025/FUL 
 

Alterations to roof including creation of larger dormer, create dormer and opening for 
a velux window. 
46 Abbotsham Road, Bideford, EX39 3AP 
Applicant:  Mills (same address) 
Date Received:  20 March 2025 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Ms R Clarke, seconded by Councillor J McKenzie and 
  

RESOLVED That:  the application is approved. 
 
    (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 

 
 

h. Application No:  1/0230/2025/FUL 
 
 Creation of parking space at front of property. 
 11 Abbotsham Road, Bideford, EX39 3AF 
 Applicant:  Jeanette Coughlan (same address) 
 Date Received:  20 March 2025 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor Ms R Clarke, seconded by Councillor S Inch, and 
 

RESOLVED That:  Members recommended refusal of the application on the 
grounds that this parking space is considered too close to the junction on 
Abbotsham Road and exiting the parking space considered dangerous. 

 
    (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
i. Application No:  1/0026/2025/FUL  
 

Demolition of an existing porch at the rear of the existing property and the 
construction of a single storey extension. 
104 Moreton Park Road, Bideford, EX39 3BB 
Applicant:  Mr R Harris (same address) 
Date Received:  25 March 2025 (Re-consultation) 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=ST3NEMQKJVV00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=ST4CG6QKJWA00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SQ4EBEQKIXS00&prevPage=inTray
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It was proposed by Councillor Ms R Clarke, seconded by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer 
and 

  
Members wished to re-iterate their previous comments from 20 February 2025 
and RESOLVED That the application is refused as the proposed extension is over 
imposing and overlooking on the neighbouring property. 

 
    (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 

 
 

j. Application No:  1/0149/2025/FUL 
 

Part retrospective application for works to roof including repairs, removal of chimney 
and installation of roof lights. Replacement balustrade and doors to existing balcony, 
insertion of doors and windows. 
3 Vinegar Hill, Bideford, EX39 4AF 
Applicant:  Mr H Sloman-Somerville (same address) 
Date Received:  25 March 2025 
 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor S Inch, and 
 

RESOLVED That:  the application is approved. 
 
    (Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstentions:  0) 

 
 
k. Application No:  1/0268/2025/FULM 
 

Development of an Energy Storage System (ESS) and associated site access, landscaping, and 
ancillary cabling works for grid connection. 
Land At Grid Reference 249037 125069, Gammaton, Devon 
Applicant:  Net Zero Twenty Eight Ltd c/o Agent, Energy Planning, Lockside Road, Preston, 
PR2 2YS 
Date Received:  26 March 2025 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hellyer, seconded by Councillor S Inch, and 
 

RESOLVED That:  the application is approved on the proviso members concerns 
on the following points are addressed: 

• The level of construction traffic and HGV’s travelling on the small country 
roads 

• The noise pollution on the nearest neighbours 
 
    (Vote – For:  5, Against: 0, Abstentions: 0) 
 
 
110. PLANNING AUTHORITY UPDATE  
 

The Chairman gave an update on planning application decisions received from TDC. 
 
 

https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SS6BGTQKJJF00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.torridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=STOSVWQKK2F00&prevPage=inTray
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  The business of the Meeting having been completed, the Chairman thanked the 
Members for their attendance and the Meeting concluded at 7.02pm. 

 
 
 
Signature of the Mayor:   …………………………………….   Date: ………………… 
 
 
 
 
Signature of Chairman:     ……………………………………   Date: ………………… 
 
 
 
 
 



Notice of Motion / Project Initiation Form – Bideford Town Council 
 

Project Initiator and 
Lead: 

Ken Hind  Date:9/4/2025  

Project Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bideford Town Council resolves  
1.To investigate the viability and  purchase of land in 
Honestone Street,Bideford to convert it to a car park to support 
the Pannier Market improvements.  
2.To investigate borrowing the purchase price from the Public  
Works Loan Board.  
3. To investigate and  create  a business plan to facilitate 
repayment of the loan. 
4.To set up a sub committee of 3 councillors to work with the 
Town Clerk and staff to carry out the work involved in this 
project . 

  

Benefits 
 
 

The increase parking facility to enable more extensive use of 
the Pannier Market and increase custom for Butchers Row 
shops  

  

Financial Implications 
 
 

None during the investigation phase. 
 

  

Risks and issues 
 

None  

 

Action List Yes / 
No 

Name of person to 
complete action 

Observations: 

Planning Permission 
 

Yes   

    

Owners Consent 
 

Yes   

    

Consultation Required 
 

No   

    

Standing Order 7. Previous Resolutions. 

**A resolution shall not be reversed within six months except either by a special 

motion, which requires written notice by at least ( 9 ) councillors to be given to the 

Proper Officer in accordance with standing order 9, or by a motion moved in 

pursuance of the recommendation of a committee or a sub-committee. 
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Report for Bideford Town Council from County Cllr. Linda Hellyer 
April 2025 

 
It has been a time of “last” meetings before the election. I chaired my last 
Public Rights of Way meeting of this Council.  I attended the last Health and 
Adult Care Scrutiny and the last Childrens Scrutiny of this Council. I have also 
attended my last Member Development meeting of this council, as well as the 
last Land and Property committee, and the last HATOC meeting.  I also 
attended the last the last Bus and Rail forums of this council. This month there 
is one more Development and Management committee and we have a last full 
council on Thursday April 24th. 
 
At the election on the 1st May, about 30 of the 60 councillors are standing 
down/retiring so it will be a very different council.  It is possible that whoever 
gets elected will only be in post for 2 or 3 years as we make the change over 
to a Unitary authority.  It is quite possible that the district council elections will 
not take place in 2027, and that we will have elections for a shadow Unitary 
authority.   The timing is all in the hands of central government, 
 
Apart from the normal day to day business of Devon County Council, (DCC), 
the two big topics still being discussed has been the budget for the new 
financial year, and looking at how to get the best Unitary set up for all of 
Devon. 
 
DCC voted in the budget on the 20th February. We have been given the 
lowest settlement out of all 21 County Councils.  It was announced in 
December that the government had scrapped the rural services grant which 
was worth £10million to DCC.  Despite this late setback, DCC has managed 
to put together a balanced budget.  More money is being allocated to Adult 
social care and Childrens services, The government is giving DCC £83million 
plus for highways for road repairs .  An extra £4 million is being taken out of 
reserves for road repairs. 
 
The rural services grant has been replaced with a grant for areas of high 
social deprivation and Devon has not qualified for any of that money as we 
are not recognised as having areas of high social deprivation or rural poverty. 
 
We do have extra costs as a large rural county e.g. We have over 8,000 miles 
of highway, our social workers often must travel quite a way to make home 
visits, and our school transport bill is £51million. 
 
We are also in the bottom 10 councils for our Public Health grant. The Director 
of Public health updated the council at the last health scrutiny, and the budget 
has been set for this financial year. There is a national priority of shifting from 
sickness to prevention e.g. educating people and helping them avoid 
preventable diseases by strategies such as help with smoking cessation, help 
with drugs and alcohol abuse, help with obesity, being active and avoiding 
loneliness. 
 

Heather Blackburn
Text Box
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The ”Open wide step inside” oral health education programme for schools 
was launched on 21st January 2025.  It is being offered to all schools in areas 
of greater deprivation in a phased approach. It will be available in EX 
postcodes from 22nd April 2025.  Supervised toothbrushing for the early years 
in schools has been extended to 155 schools and nurseries in Devon, 
Plymouth and Torbay.  Again, areas of high social deprivation are being 
prioritised. 
 
Council tax is going to go up by 4.99%, of which 2% is ring-fenced for adult 
social care.  This is the maximum amount allowed without a referendum or 
special permission from the government.   The deputy Prime Minister, Angela 
Rayner, told councils that if they did not put the tax by the full amount, they 
would get a lower settlement. This would have meant a cut in services.  Some 
councils e.g. Somerset have had to ask to put their council tax up higher.  
Somerset asked to put it up by 22% but the government has told them they 
can put it up by 7.5%. 
 
DCC had to give the government our thoughts as to how Devon can become 
a Unitary authority by March 21st. We had an extra full council meeting on 
March 20th to discuss and vote on this.  Recently at an “all member” day we 
looked at the pros and cons of 5 different permutations that have been put 
forward so far e.g. Exeter want to be a stand-alone unitary authority.  The 
government wants unitary authorities to have at least 500,000 people, 
although exceptions can be made for growth areas.  Exeter is looking at 
expanding its area and having a circle around it of a “travel to work area”.  
Likewise, Plymouth would like to be a stand-alone authority but would need 
some of the South Hams.  The district councils have out in their own ideas as 
to what they think is best. 
 
No final decision was made on the 20th March, so we submitted 5 possible 
plans.  This is because there will be a brand new council after May 1st which 
may have different ideas.  We did look at different options for a Unitary 
authority, and the one I liked best was one for all of Devon , excluding 
Plymouth which is basically  the same footprint that we have now.  Talking to 
the officers, this would be the best model to distribute services across, so that 
all areas got the same service e.g. for adult social care, childrens services etc.  
We do not want to end up with some unitary areas being “rich” and other 
areas “poor”. 
 
The government wants the new Unitary authorities to join with a neighbour to 
share a strategic elected Mayor. 
 
The government is not giving any money for the local government 
reorganisation.  It must be paid for out of “savings”. 
 
The consultation on XLinks ended on March 13th.  I am on a committee called 
Development and Management which is Planning for things that are not 
houses e.g. schools, highways, recycling centres etc.  Because XLinks has 
been declared a nationally significant project, neither DCC or TDC can give or 
deny planning committee.  That decision will be made by the Secretary of 



State.  We can however feedback local concerns.  At DCC this has been done 
via the Development and Management committee. 
 
XLinks tell us that they will have 400 staff.  All the staff will report to a main car 
park round the top of Manteo Way/Gammaton road.   They think that this will 
translate as about 300 cars a day.  Some may choose to walk, cycle or car 
share. To mitigate transport congestion, they say the staff will work 12hour 
shifts, 7am-7pm and will not be allowed to leave work early.  They will be 
bussed from the main carpark/compound to the various places of work. 
 
XLinks will be building haul roads across the fields and estimate 105 HGV 
movements a day.  Obviously, they are not going to beam themselves up onto 
the haul fields and may well be taking earth away. The construction and use of 
the haul roads may cause some disruption for residents who live nearby. 
 
At some point some large pieces of equipment will come along Bideford Quay, 
but we are told that this will be at night with a Police escort. 
 
There will be various compounds around the area.  One will be as you go out 
of Bideford towards Landcross, near the Littleham turning.  There may be 
some disruption as they make their compound. That is where the cables will 
go under the river Torridge up to the top of East the water. The cables will go 
under the Tarka trail, but it is not expected that will cause too much disruption. 
 
We have a new neighbourhood Highways officer, Sandra Brown.  I met with 
her to go through issues in the local area. 
 
Now we are in the new financial year, I am hopeful that we will see a flurry of 
highways works, including getting white and yellow lines repainted, patching 
and resurfacing and surface dressing.  I have already seen some yellow lines 
that I had reported being repainted e.g. In Barnstaple Street as you go up the 
hill, and up Northdown Road by Kingsley School.  The white lining contractors 
are in the area as they have been out in some of the villages. 
 
 I have also been an advocate for the Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner, and the Champion (against) Domestic abuse and sexual 
violence for Health scrutiny.  I always have to give a little talk about this 
subject at the Health Scrutiny meetings.  A new service was launched on 1st 
April for victims of domestic abuse.   It is a one stop shop where people can 
get advice and help with housing, financial matters, counselling, family and 
child counselling. 
 
It will be very strange, after 8 years if I am no longer doing any of those 
things.  It has been a very steep learning curve since 2017 which I have 
enjoyed. 
 
Please continue to report any issues on the DCC report a problem page or by 
telephoning the customer service desk on 0345 155 1004 
I am always happy for residents to contact me.Linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk 
Telephone 07828758360 

mailto:Linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk
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