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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Staffing, Finance & General Purposes Committee 

 

held in the Town Hall on 

 

Thursday 27 March 2025 at 6.30 pm 

 

 

 

PRESENT: North Ward: Councillor K Hind 

(Substitute Councillor J Mc Kenzie) 

 South Ward Councillor Ms R Clarke 

Councillor P J Lawrence 

Councillor S Inch (Deputy Chairman) 

 

 East Ward: Councillor J Hellyer 

(Substitute Councillor Mrs L Hellyer) 

Councillor Mrs J Gubb 

 

 

 

West Ward Councillor T Inch 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr P Swan (Town Clerk) 

 

92.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Members noted the apologies received and reasons for absence from: 

 

Councillor J Mc Kenzie 

Councillor  D Bushby 

Councillor L Hellyer 

   

No apologies and reasons for absence were received from: 

   

Councillor D McGeough 

   
 

93.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

Councillor Mrs Gubb declared a pecuniary interest in item 98. 
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94.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION OF 15 MINUTES DURATION 

 

There was no public participation. 
 

95.  MINUTES 

 

1) Proposed by Councillor Mrs Rachel Clarke and seconded by Councillor                                

Mrs Jude Gubb, the Minutes of the  Meeting held on 13th February 2025 were approved 

and signed as a correct record. 

 

(Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstention: 3)  

 

2) Proposed by Councillor Mrs Rachel Clarke and seconded by Councillor                               

Mrs Jude Gubb, the Minutes of the  Meeting held on 20th February 2025 were approved 

and signed as a correct record. 

 

(Vote – For: 6, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)  

 

96.  CHAIRMAN’S ITEMS 

 

None 
 

Councillor K Hind Arrives 18:42 
 

97.  ACCOUNTS 

 

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch and seconded by Councillor Lawrence, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the lists of payments for 27 March 2025 be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 6, Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 

 

98.  GRANT APPEAL 

 

Members discussed the grant appeal received from Bideford Bike Show 

 

Councillor Lawrence advised that we should not be giving grants to organisations holding 

events outside of the Town. Councillor T Inch advised, whilst despite the Woolsery Scout 

group was outside the Town that 24 children where in attendance to the group.  

 

Councillor J Hellyer advised that there are no grounds to question the decision of the 

councillors and there had been a distinct lack of thanks for prior year grants received by the 

organisation. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor J Hellyer and seconded by Ms Clarke, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the appeal of the grant was rejected and a short response be sent 

from the Town Clerk. 

 

(Vote – For: 6, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)  
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99.  RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON NEW CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

 

Councillors received an update from DS Electrical on the proposed new installation. 

 

Mr D Sparrey explained that DS Electrical will probably not have time to install the full 

complement of the proposed new light installation in time for the Christmas 2025 display.  

 

Mr Sparrey passionately continued , when he ran the Light Switch on, three times the 

footfall attended the event and it has now become a commercialised undertaking and 

strongly disagreed with Councillor Lawerence’s view that it does not bring anything to the 

Town and took offence at the comment. Mr. Sparrey questioned why the council’s Tourism 

Committee did not do anything to take advantage of the four week period that the lights 

were in place to hold events to promote illuminations. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch and seconded by Mrs Gubb, and 

 

RESOLVED: That the quote for the new installation  be accepted and Mr. Sparrey 

advise what could be achieved in the remaining time period. 

 

(Vote – For: 6, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)  

 

100.  GRANT APPLICATION 

 

Members discussed the Bideford Boxing Club grant application. 

 

Councillor Mrs Jude Gubb asked why the application was submitted late and the Town 

Clerk explained that there had been an unexpected bereavement in the organisation and it 

had been a steep and unexpected learning curve for the new incumbent. 

 

Councillor J Hellyer advised it was not fair to other applicants that this allowed outside of 

the normal rules, also this was not an emergency grant and was just a late submission and 

oversight. 

 

Councillor T Inch advised that the club does a great deal for the community, especially 

children and those with special needs. 

 

Councillor Ms R Clarke reiterated the point that we have a policy and rules and this should 

be adhered to. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor S Inch and seconded by Councillor J Hellyer, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the payment of the grant was not approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 5, Against: 1, Abstention: 1)  

 

101.  MANOR COURT PRESENTMENTS 

 

Members considered the stated Manor Court Presentments: 

 

1. At the forthcoming 2025 Commemorations planned for V E Day that the names 

 shown on the Roll of Honour 1939-1945 housed in the Town Hall should be read aloud 
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with a small pause between each one to show respect for their ultimate sacrifice.  The 

flower bed at the Port Memorial on the Quay should be appropriately planted to 

Commemorate VE Day/ VJ Day, also. 

 

2. We request that the Manor Court put up a memorial plaque on the station in 

memory of Elizabeth Denys, a Belgian refugee from the First World War, who in August 

1917, aged 11, was playing on the station when she was hit and killed by a train. 

 

Today, Bideford continues to provide sanctuary for refugees from Ukraine, Sudan, Lebanon 

and other conflict areas of the world. Working with local heritage and refugee charities this 

memorial would be a permanent reminder of the dangers and struggles faced by refugees 

and the compassion of the people of Bideford in supporting them. 

 

3. A request to the Burton Art Gallery for the return of the original Charter of 

Elizabeth I dated 1575 which is on loan to them, in order that it can be reunited with the 

Charter of James I and the Pardon of Charles I which is its rightful place. The facsimile 

copy should be offered to the Burton to complete their display.  (This should be introduced 

after the Renovation of the Town Hall.) 

  

 

4. At the Manor Court Ceremony where Professor Todd Gray spoke about the 

medieval map of Barnstaple which Barnstaple Council were trying to retrieve.  There is a 

map of the river Torridge from Bideford To Appledore.  This map is held in the Bodleian 

Library, at Oxford University,  and is 12 feet long.  Could the Manor Court look into 

getting a copy of the map. 

 

This would be of huge interest to both the Way of the Wharves Project and the Maritime 

Project Trust.  It could be displayed in a public place or building for all to see such as the 

Library or Burton Art Gallery. 

 

5. A request is made by Bideford Town Council to Torridge District Council to 

provide a water bottle filling station in Victoria Park or alternatively Bideford Town 

Council provide one near the Park. 

 

6. Clear pathways and over grown brambles / weeds + grass to give full access to 

walkers and prams. especially along/opposite  "Evans" yard, along Alverdiscott "top" and 

Middle" roads. 

 

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Rachel Clarke, seconded by Councillor S Inch and 

 

RESOLVED:  To accept the presentments. 

 

(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0)  

 

 

102.  TOWN RANGERS TASKS UPDATE. 

 

Town Clerk explained how successful the new chemical free hydraulic weeding machines 

has been, and represented an extremely prudent investment with the Town Rangers able to 

weed large areas in a fraction of the time previously taken and we would be issuing a press 

release and will hopefully get a public response requesting areas to be processed. 
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Members received an update on the tasks undertaken by the Maintenance Operatives.   

 

Members passed on thanks to the team for their continued hard work. 
 

103.  PART II (Closed Session) 

 

Council are excluding members of the public and the press to progress a matter of a 

confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings Act) 1960 and 

Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 and 102 

 

To consider and resolve upon for agenda items 116/117 

 

Proposed by Councillor Ms R Clarke, seconded by Councillor K Hind and 

 

RESOLVED:  To exclude members of the public and the press to progress a matter of 

a confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings Act) 1960 and 

Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 and 102 

 

(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0)  

 

104.  CITIZENS AWARD 

 

Members discussed the application for the Citizens Award. 

 

RESOLVED: To grant the citizens award to Ian Knight to be presented at the Mayors 

Introduction  Ceremony 5th June 2025. 

 

(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0, Abstention: 0)  

 

105.  Proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded by Councillor  Lawrence and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the meeting returns to Standing Orders. 

 

(Vote For: 7, Against: 0) 

 

 

The Chairman thanked the members for their attendance and the meeting concluded at 19:21. 

 

 
 

Signature of Town Mayor:  ………………………………….  Date:  ……………………........ 

 

 

Signature of Chairman:  …………………………………….  Date:  ……………………….... 
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