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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Market Management Committee 

 

held in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall on,  

 

Thursday 22 May 2025 at 6.30 pm 

 

PRESENT North Ward: 

 

Councillor D Bushby 

Councillor K Hind 

 

PRESENT East Ward: Councillor Mrs J Gubb (Chairman) 

Councillor J McKenzie (substitute for Cllr Clarke) 

 

 West Ward 

 

Councillor T Inch (substitute for Cllr Hawkins) 

 

 Market Complex Ms A Jackson (substitute for Mrs Austin) 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr R Coombes (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 

117.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Members noted the Apologies received and reasons for absence from: 

 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Ms R 

Mrs L 

C 

J 

Clarke 

Hellyer 

Hawkins 

Hellyer 

   
 

118.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

119.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION OF 15 MINUTES DURATION 

 

None. 
 

120.  MINUTES 

 

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Gubb and seconded by Councillor McKenzie, the Minutes of 

the  Meeting held on 10 April 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record. 

 

(Vote – For: 4, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)  
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121.  ACCOUNTS 

 

It was proposed by Councillor McKenzie and seconded by Councillor Hind, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the lists of payments for 22 May 2025 be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 5, Against: 0)  

 

122.  CHAIRMAN’S / MARKET ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

Coastal Recycling will make the final collection / removal of waste bins on Friday 30 May 

2025. 

 

The Clerk advised that the planned investment works for the Pannier Market have come to a 

halt; TDC, despite repeated requests, have not set up the process to draw down the Central 

Government funds.  Until the funding becomes available the  contract work is being held in 

abeyance.   The Town Clerk has worked with the Architects and used the Central 

Government  (nationwide) website, www.gov.uk/contracts-finder, to “transparently” select 

contract(or)s, that has provided for thirty quotes. 

 

Members expressed concern. 

 

Councillor Bushby indicated that he had spoken to the Town Clerk and TDC officers about 

the process of drawing down funds. He led the Committee in requesting the Town Clerk 

further engage with TDC to resolve the impasse. 

 

123.  MARKET COMPLEX STRATEGY  

 

Councillor Bushby advised there was nothing to report. 

 

124.  TENANT / TRADER REPRESENTATIVE 

 

The Chairman invited Ms Jackson to address the Committee. 

 

Ms Jackson spoke about  

• the impact of the Committee’s Resolution to cease the Council’s Market waste 

contract,  

• concern raised by tenants on the implications of having a food offer in the 

Butcher’s Row thoroughfare (indicating that some had expressed giving Notice to 

quit)(it was noted that five food outlets had traded before in recent years), 

• the consequences of later opening on tenants’ insurance, 

• and the loss of free Wi Fi connectivity on the northern side of the thoroughfare 

(necessitating a tenant to have recourse to working from home). 

 

The Clerk advised that Wi Fi provision for the Hall was to be substantially improved 

(through their current provider) offering “1 Gb.”  The expectation for it to be in place by 

end of June 2025 precluded investment in the current set up.  Wi Fi remained available in 

the thoroughfare (and Market Hall) as you progressed south. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mrs As Jackson for her attendance and contribution. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/contracts-finder,
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125.  PART II (CLOSED SESSION) 

 

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Gubb, seconded and 

 

RESOLVED:  To exclude members of the public and the press to progress matters of a 

confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings Act) 1960 and 

Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 and 102. 

 

(Vote – For: 5, Against: 0)  
 

126.  TENANT / TRADER  

 

a. Terminations / Applications.  There were no applications / terminations. 

 

b. Landlord matters. 

 

Councillor Hind had engaged with an owner of land, within the close proximity of the 

Market, with a view to Council purchase and development for a car parking facility. 

 

In establishing the cost and borrowing figures (including the cost of borrowing) next 

week the TDC car park supervisor will measure the land to establish how many parking 

bays could be configured and the potential revenue.  The figures will inform the price / 

sale and provide for a valuation (District Valuer). 

 

The vendor has offered the Site in its present form and also cleared, with tarmac and 

white line delineation.  

 

TDC would install the machinery and organise the facility, at a cost; the revenue would 

service the loan. 

 

Councillor Hind concluded that only once the overall costs were established would a 

business plan be drafted; if not viable the Project would not be pursued. 

 

The business of the meeting having been completed, the Chairman thanked the members for 

their attendance and the meeting concluded at 7.35 pm. 
 

 

Signature of Town Mayor:  ………………………………….  Date:  ……………………........ 
 

 

Signature of Chairman:  …………………………………….  Date:  ………………………...
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